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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

HE Tagalog part of the Philippines, or rather of Luzon, 
seems about ready to acknowledge our sovereignty, accept 
such government at our hands as it may please us to give. 

The Tagals, who have so courageously supported the cause of 
Philippine independence and followed Aguinaldo, are about con- 
vinced that they cannot sustain an independent government in 
the face of our arms, that the power brought by the American Gov- 
ernment to crush such move for independence is beyond their 


ability to resist, that their cherished cause is hopeless, and their | 
emissaries sent to plead for peace give out the impression that | 
they would at once throw themselves at our feet and ask for 

| 
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mercy if it were not that they were deterred by the fear that we 
would wreak vengeance upon them as the Spanish, in similar case, 
were wont todo. And our Commissioners giving assurance that 
Americans bear malice towards none, will grant amnesty to all 
who have resisted the assertion of our sovereignty, and declaring 
that while we insist upon being their masters they will find us 
just masters, ground is established for the pacification of the Tag- 
alog part of Luzon, the part over which we first endeavored to 
extend our sovereignty, and the part that has been in armed 
resistance to our forces. 

AT THE cost of two hundred and odd American soldiers 
killed on the battlefield, at the cost of half as many more died of 
wounds received, at the cost of we know not how many of our 
sons who went out in all the strength and enthusiasm of health- 
fulness invalided home, we have brought this Tagalog territory to 
the point of pacification. And over this territory we now promise 
to establish a form of government much akin to that in some of 
the British Crown colonies, a form of government in which 
officers of American appointment and responsible to Washington 
will have the sole direction of affairs, a form of government con- 
sisting of Governor-General, cabinet and judiciary of American 
creation and supreme in all things, and of a council, chosen by 
the Filipinos under some form-of limited suffrage, which council, 
responsible to the Philippine people, will have but advisory func- 
tions, the poor privilege of tendering advice which the Governor- 
General and his cabinet officers owing appointment to Washing- 
ton and responsible to Washington, may disregard or accept just 
as they see fit. 

This is the form of government the Philippine Commission 
promises on behalf of the President, a form that makes us abso- 
lute rulers in the Philippines. It is for us to command, for Fili- 
pinos to obey, for we, superior race, are possessed of fitness to 
rule others, Filipinos, inferior race, are fit only tobe ruled. This 
is our logic, the logic of slavery, deny it as we may. Of course 
we quiet any qualms of conscience with the unction that we will 
be just masters, in this declaration we may be entirely conscien- 
tious, but give man the power to arbitrarily rule others and in 
the end that power will be abused to the degradation of both 
master and serf. So teaches history, so did Jefferson expound 
history’s teachings. Shall we now ignore them? We do, to 
some day suffer the penalty. 

AND after we have pacified this Tagalog territory, densely 
populated, the home of from two to three millions of the most 
capable, most progressive but far from fiercest peoples of the 
Philippines, and after we have established this form of govern- 
ment, what shall we have gained? A basis from which to pro- 
ceed with the work of extending our sovereignty over the Philip- 
pines, and when we excite resistance and carry war into other 
islands that refuse to welcome us as their masters—for it is as 
their masters and promising to be just masters that we insist in 
extending our dominion—a basis from which to wage war for the 
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pacification of those islands, a pacification to be purchased at the 
cost of we know not how many American lives struck down by 
the bullets or bolos of those on whom we make war because we 
would be their masters and they would not have us such, or vic- 
tims of the climate. 

This is what we will have gained, a basis from which to send 
forth more of our sons for sacrifice, a basis from which to extend 
our mastership over other peoples, extend the policy founded on 
the monarchic assumption that one man has the right to rule 
arbitrarily over others and without their consent if he have the 
power, an assumption that we have denied, fought to deny, yet 
now fight to impress on other peoples. 





Or couRSE, it is said that we will have gained a basis for 
extending our trade, extending it in China, but we cannot extend 
our trade where there is not or we cannot make a demand for our 
goods. And though with the opening up of China we may gain 
a temporarily increased market for our goods, for our machinery 
and labor saving tools, for railroad supplies and the like, we can- 
not permanently make a great market for our goods in China 
never mind how many bases for extending our trade, as the 
Philippines, we may purchase or seize, for the goods that China 
will want, that Chinese will consume, we will find ourselves 
unable to sell as cheaply as the Chinese will be able to produce 
for themselves, for China has the richest of natural resources and 
a teeming population of adaptable workmen quick to learn 
western methods of industrial production and the use of labor- 
saving machinery under capable direction. As China develops 
she will not then lose that industrial self dependence which has 
ever so marked her, in China we can hardly hope to find a great 
market for our goods, for China will be able to produce for her- 
self what she needs cheaper than we can supply her. With the 
development of China the opening of markets for goods will, if 
anything, be rather the other way round. China will rather be 
able to find a market for her manufactured goods in America than 
we find an extended market for our goods in China, for cheap- 
ness of production will favor China not us. 

After a while and after we have spent millions in the Philip- 
pines, all in the hope of extending our trade, we may come to 
learn that we have exerted our efforts in the wrong direction, 
that trade between countries of like resources and like advantages 
for the production of like goods cannot be expected to grow 
for it is not natural, that the natural course of trade lies not 
between such countries as China and America, but between 
countries of different resources, producing each what the other 
cannot so well produce or not produce at all, countries as the 
United States and those of our own hemisphere lying in different 
latitudes, and between which trade would be natural, mutually 
profitable and advantageous, for each has that to sell and give in 
exchange for the products of the others what the others do not 
produce at all and must buy, or that the others cannot so well 
produce and hence can better afford to buy than produce. And 
such trade, mutually profitable, is natural and should be encour- 
aged, all obstacles to its growth should be removed, but to bend 
our efforts to extending trade in unnatural channels, as between 
China and the United States, is folly. 





Wiru the pacification of the Tagalog territory and the com- 
ing of the rainy season our military operations in the Philippines 
will probably be halted for some months. But it must be remem- 
bered that our control of the Philippines is as yet far from com- 
plete. The Tagalog territory constitutes but part of the island 
of Luzon and the Tagals but a part of the people of the Philip- 
pines. And over the parts of the Philippine territory other than 
that occupied by the Tagals we have yet, if we except a point or 
two in the islands of Panay, Negros and Cebu, to extend our 
authority, and in so doing we will be likely to meet more or less 
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pronounced resistance. Indeed, even while exchanging felici- 
tations on the promised pacification of the Tagals and passing 
congratulations on what some take as a sign that fighting in the 
Philippines is over, that the arduous work of our army is done; 
we are about to see the abandonment of Zamboanga, most im- 
portant post in the great island of Mindanoa, second in extent of 
the Philippine group, by the Spaniards and occupation of the 
same by the Moros in the want of an American force sent to 
hold it. 

And why do we thus stand by while such place is abandoned 
to the fierce and warlike Moros, inveterate enemies of the 
Spaniards, who were not many years ago, as pirates, the terror 
of the Sulu seas? Because, dispatches tell us, conditions at 
Manila and vicinity, despite the promised pacification, are not 
such as to permit the withdrawal of a sufficient military force to 
garrison Zamboanga. When conditions are such as to permit the 
withdrawal of such a force we are told that Zamboanga will be 
wrested from the Moros and held by an American garrison. But 
meanwhile the Moros, by the occupation of Zamboanga and the 
disappearance of all resistance to the exercise of their sovereignty 
will grow more independent, become less disposed than ever to 
submit to our authority, be encouraged to resist all the advances 
of our troops. Before the Philippines are thoroughly subdued 
we opine American troops will have to go through much more 
fighting. 

APRIL a year ago we exported merchandise of the value of 
$99,314,816 and imported merchandise of a value of $55,946,410 ; 
last April our merchandlse exports amounted in value to $88, 377,- 
194, Our imports to $65,231,536. April a year ago the merchan- 
dise balance in our favor was $43,000,000: last April only $23,- 
000,000. It was a decrease of exports and increase of imports 
that brought this decline about, this the result of the fact that 
the rise in prices in America during the past year, and a rise 
relatively greater than that in gold-using Europe, has made the 
United States a less attractive market to buy in and a more 
attractive market to sell in. 

But of the result of this fall in merchandise balance in our 
favor. In April a year ago the rate of exchange was much in 
our favor and we imported $31,000,000 of gold ; last April the 
rate of exchange hung around par, gold imports fell almost to 
nil, and now exchange rates have risen above par and gold exports 
are in prospect. Of course, the result of such exports must be 
to cause a drain on the reserves of the banks, cause a contraction 
of loans and hence a liquidation on the part of those whose 
accommodation is curtailed. If such gold exports are large and 
the consequent contraction severe the resulting liquidation must 
be on such a scale as to depress prices, so discourage imports, 
perhaps induce a more liberal buying of our products and in the 
end so change the balance of trade that an equilibrium between 
what we owe and what is currently owing us will be re-estab- 
lished and gold exports checked. 

But there is reason to hope that there will be no great export 
movement of gold, no severe contraction. For the inflow into 
Europe of new gold from South Africa and Australia has been 
such as to raise prices generally, though not so much as they 
have risen in the United States. Consequently, because of this 
rise of prices in Europe, the rise in America has not been the 
same incentive to exports to America, and, contrarywise, the 
same check to exports from America as it would otherwise have 
been. And if this rise goes on in Europe the equilibrium may 
be restored without any fall in United States prices, indeed even 
while prices here continue to advance, there being a more rapid 
advance in Europe. And this rise is likely to go in Europe and 
also here at a lesser rate, for the production of gold has passed 
the wildest anticipations and is rapidly expanding the currency 
of the world. And as far as we are immediately concerned our 
own production of gold is so large, at the rate of full $75,000,- 
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ooo a year, counting the Klondike gold that comes to our mints, 
that a good deal can be exported and still enough be left for 
coinage purposes to swell our stock of money correspondingly 
with expansion of trade and demands for money so that gold 
exports need not of necessity result in any contraction of our 
currency or do more than check the rise in prices. 





THE truth is that the outpouring of gold is inaugurating an 
era of expansion and rising prices. ‘The next thing we will hear 
from the advocates of dear dollars is what we heard from them 
after the gold discoveries of California and Australia, namely, 
that gold is being cheapened and ought to be demonetized. Thus 
the outpourings of gold may result in driving some of those most 
loud in ridiculing the Peoples party for its quantity theory of 
money to advocacy of a scientific system of money such as Popu- 
lists urge. For gold failing them as silver as a measure of values 
to what will they have toturn? Obviously to the artificial, to an 
effort to maintain the value of our currency by restricting the 
volume which can but force an admission of the correctness of 
the quantitative theory of money, for it is a building on that 
theory. Truly, nature is fighting on the people’s side. _ Provi- 
dential indeed are the great outpourings of gold, providential as 
were the gold discoveries of half a century ago. 








IN THE wake of the never before paralleled creation of trusts 
comes that which was to have been expected, a crush of anti-trust 
legislation, many state legislatures enacting laws of a most com- 
prehensive and severe kind, calculated to drive the newly organ- 
ized trusts out of existence, force their dissolution. But all 
these laws, with their severe penalties, will fail of their purpose 
while we keep the ground prepared for the growth of trusts, 
indeed keep it prepared so that only the trusts favored by rail- 
road discriminations can prosper and grow, while their independ- 
ent competitors, whose plants are not watered with such discrim- 
inations cannot grow at all. While the railroads sprinkle the 
paths of some favored few with rebates those few will grow, the 
trade in which they are engaged will become centralized in their 
hands and they will gradually grow into what pass by the name 
of trusts. If we would stamp out trusts we must stop seeding 
them. This seeding being done in great part through the rail- 
roads we must stop the railroads seeding them with their rebates, 
and to prevent the railroads from thus seeding trusts we must 
take them out of private management and control where they 
are operated as preferential carriers and put them under public 
control to the end that they be operated as common carriers. 





THERE is a little incident growing out of the meeting of the 
Peace Conference that throws a side light on European politics 
that is most significant and luminous to those ever suspicious of 
the moves of the Roman Catholic Church, though decidedly dim 
and uncertain to those less ready to accept every rumor of the 
policy of the Church that is derogatory of its uprightness as 
gospel truth and less ready to draw on a fertile imagination to 
patch out a story based on suspicions and assumptions more than 
upon facts, discrediting to the Church. But a fact it is that the 
Vatican sought to be represented at the Peace Conference and 
that the Russian Government was given to understand that an 
invitation to send an official delegate to the Peace Conference 
would be acceptable. And the Russian Government was disposed 
to tender such invitation. But at this the government of King 
Humbert and of Italy took a hand. To give such invitation 
would be equivalent to a recognition of the claim of the Vatican 
to temporal power, a power that the Vatican once held and seeks 
to regain. In at least a small strip of territory including the 
immediate surroundings of the Quirinal palace and extending to 
the sea, the Pope should be sovereign in temporal as well as 
spiritual affairs. This much is required in support of his dignity. 
This is the claim of the clerical party in Italy ; upon regaining 
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temporal power over as much of Rome, as much of Italy as pos- 
sible they are bent. But King Humbert and we fancy the great 
part of his subjects are not disposed to see the unity of Italy 
thus cut into and the demands of the Vatican have been refused. 
And so the Italian Government gave Russia to understand that 
the extending of an invitation to the Pope to send a papal dele- 
gate to the Peace Conference, a gathering of delegates of 
temporal powers, would be considered by Italy as a national 
affront, and if such affront was given, Italy would take no part 
in the conference. So the Russian Government withheld the 
invitation so much desired by the Vatican and, in deep umbrage, 
said Vatican has given the Russian representative accredited to 
the papal court to understand that his presence was not agreeable. 








AND now what is the side light thrown by all this on the 
part being played by the Vatican in European politics. Some 
conclude that it is a very important if secret part, and that it is a 
part working for war not peace, that the Clerical party is plotting 
all over Europe, seeking above all to engage the French Govern- 
ment to undertake in the event of a war involving the defeat of 
Italy to stipulate in the peace for the restoration to the Pope of 
temporal power, for the re-creation in Italy of a papal state. And 
to thus secure France is every effort put forth to make the Cleri- 
cal party supreme in her government, above all in her army by 
driving from places of high command all who do not belong to 
that party. Hence, the basis for the persecution of Dreyfus, that 
from his fate all Jews might take warning, take warning that a 
like fate awaited them if they undertook to enter the army asa 
profession and soar to places of command, for out of the army all 
such influences must be kept, by the Clerical party it must be 
ruled, and France itself ruled soas to further the ambitions of the 
Vatican rather than the welfare of France. Hence also the 
violent opposition of the Clerical party in France to the revision 
of the Dreyfus case and the undoing of the injustice done him. 
But revision seems assured, the Catholics of France, who owe 
allegiance to their country, and whose firsi care is its welfare, 
will yet be understood despite the calumnies heaped upon them 
and be entrusted with the reins of government, while the Cleri- 
cal party whose first allegiance is to the Vatican, whose first care 
is for interests other than those of France will be swept to one 
side, its influence be destroyed. 


Stop-Overs at Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington on Pennsylvania 
Railroad Through Tickets. 


In addition to its excellent train service, the Pennsylvania 
Railroad offers the traveler between New York and Chicago, and 
New York and St. Louis, the privilege of a stop-over of ten days 
at Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington. This stop-over is 
granted on all through first-class tickets reading via those cities. 
Persons desiring to stop-over must deposit their ticket with the 
station agent immediately on arrival. 

To those who have business to transact in these cities, or to 
persons who have never visited the National Capital, this privi- 
lege is a valuable one, and should appeal to all through travelers 
between New York and the West, and Chicago or St. Louis and 
the East. The stations of the Pennsylvania Railroad are cen- 
trally located in Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington, and 
access to any section of the cities is easy, by either the regular 
street car lines or by the Pennsylvania Railroad cabs to be found 
at the Philadelphia and Washington stations. —Adv/. 


SraTE OF On10, City Or ToLEDO, / ad 
Lucas CoustTy ¥ : ° 
Frank J. Oneney makes oath that he is the senior partner of the firm of F. J. 
CHESEY & Co., doing business in the City of Toledo, County and State aforesaid, and 
that said firm will pay the sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLLA wp hn each and every case 
Jatarrh that cannot be cured by the use of HALL’s CATABRH CURE. 
— FRANK J. CHENEY. 
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence, this 6th day of December, A.D 1886. 
RS A. W. GLEASON, 
{ seat. } Notary Public 
eae 


Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally and acts directly on the blood and mucous surfaces 
of the system. Send for testimonials, free. 
F. J, CHENEY & CO, Toledo, O. 


Sold by Druggists, 7ic. 
Hall’s Family Pills are the best. 
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ATTENTION POPULISTS! 


Heed, Organize, Forward. 


The National Organization Committee of the Peoples 
Party formulates a plan of action to keep the 
party in the middle of the road, kill Fusion 
and give effect to the Cincinnati Plan 
of Organization. 


Populists exhorted not to ignore but to respond toa call of 
Senator Butler for a Peoples Patty National Conven- 
tion by sending delegations of straight Populists 
thereto, who, however, shall be charged to 
refuse to sit in a fusionist convention and 
in the event of the conver tion being con- 
trolled by fusionists proceed outside 
to organize a straight Pecples 
Party National Convention, 
and there carry out the 
wishes of the rank 
and file expressed 
through refei- 
endum vote. 


CONVENTION MUST RECORD THE PEOPLES WILL. 


Not the individual judgment of the delegates but the judg- 
ment of the rank and file expressed through their votes 
in precinct clubs to prevail in the naming of candi- 
dates. Populists called upon to organize into 
such clubs that through them they may give 
directions to the national convention in 
the naming of candidates and Chair- 
man Park directed to organize 
his forces to this end. 


ACTION OF NATIONAL ORGANIZATION COM- 
MITTEE APPROVED BY THE REFORM 
PRESS ASSOCIATION. 


SSEMBLED at Kansas City, Mo., on May 16th and 17th, 
A the National Organization Committee of the Peoples 
party, child of the National Reform Press Association and 
outgrowth of the Nashville conference, of July, 1897, formulated 
a plan of action for true Populists to follow, conceived with 
the sole idea of preserving the independence of the Peoples party 
and furthering the spread of Populism. The one thought that 
concerned those who took part in the deliberations of the Organi- 
zation Committee was how best to preserve the Peoples party in 
the future, independent and free from the contaminating and life 
destroying taint of fusion, and further the growth of Populism. 
All plans were marked out and considered with such thought 
uppermost, and the plan of action finally agreed upon was 
approved because in the judgment of the committee it was 
deemed best calculated of all plans possible of adoption for the 
promotion of these ends. This plan incorporated as an address 
of the National Organization Committee to the Populists of the 
United States, we give prominence to elsewhere and bespeak for 
it a careful reading and study for it outlines the course for all 
true Populists to pursue. 
Substance of Resolutions—Convention and Precinct Club System 
of Party Government Combined. 
The resolutions adopted by the Organization Committee 
instruct Chairman Park to proceed with the formation of pre- 
cinct clubs under the plan of organization adopted by the Cincin- 
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nati Convention of September, 1898, and call upon Populists to 
prepare to send straight delegations to a Peoples party national 
convention that will presumably be held next spring under call of 
Senator Butler, and there, if they control such convention, pro- 
ceed to carry out the wishes of the rank and file of the party by 
naming such candidates for President and Vice-President as may 
be shown to be the choice of the party by referendum vote taken 
through the precinct clubs. And if such delegations of straight 
Populists do not control, but the fusionists are in ascendency, 
then such delegations shall bolt, join the contesting delegations 
of straight Populists refused admission to the Butler convention, 
organize independently what will be a straight Peoples party con- 
vention and there proceed to do the will of the party by formally 
placing in nomination the candidates named by direct vote of the 
rank and file taken in precinct clubs. 

So in any event it is provided that the voice of the rank and 
file of the party shall be heeded. The rank and file must rule 
the convention, not the convention rule the rank and file. If the 
convention attempts to ignore the will of the rank and file, 
attempts to rule and dictate, refuses to obey, seeks to once again 
wed the Peoples party to fusion, then in such convention the 
straight Populist delegations who may be given admission by the 
Butler National Committee will refuse to sit and will organize a 
straight Peoples party convention in which the will of the people 
will be done. So the convention in which such straight Populists 
take part, be it the convention called by Senator Butler or be they 
forced to go outside and organize a new, will meet not to dictate 
nominations to the rank and file but record nominations made by 
the rank and file through referendum vote ; provided, always, 
that the rank and file be so organized into precinct clubs that 
such a vote may fairly be taken to be representative of the wishes 
of the mass of Populists. 


Opportunity Presented to Populists to Name their Party Candidates 
by Referendum Vote. If They do not avail of it the 
Responsibility heirs. 


If the Populists do not organize into such clubs, if they 
show no desire to rule their own party, then they must be ruled 
by conventions, then the Peoples party, like the old parties, will 
be subject to the sway of bossism, be prone to see its interests, its 
principles and the welfare of its followers sacrificed for the 
advancement of its leaders, and if Populists show this inertia, 
this indifference, then we confess we see little hope for their 
party. But the opportunity to rule their own party is open to 
Populists ; the Organization Committee while deeming it im- 
practicable to abolish the convention system instanter and as 
recommended by the Cincinnati convention without disorganizing 
the. party, holding that the convention system of party govern- 
ment, evil as it is, cannot be wholly abandoned until the precinct 
club system of party government is got in working order and the 
ballot laws of many of our states that make it necessary for parties 
to go through the formality of holding conventions and there 
nominating candidates to obtain places on the official ballots unless 
they choose to abandon their party rights and go on the ballot by 
petition are changed, and while deeming it unwise for straight 
Populists to ignore a call of Senator Butler for a national con- 
vention, but the course of wisdom to send straight delegations to 
such convention took pains to keep this opportunity open. The 
plan of action agreed upon, and while calling upon straight 
Populists to take part in national convention, preserves to the 
rank and file the opportunity to rule their party, name the candi- 
dates of their party by direct vote through the precinct club. 
Populists may let this opportunity slip, they may let their party 
die, but they can seize that opportunity by organizing precinct 
clubs, they can save their party from the devitalizing effects of 
bossism. If the rank and file do not seize this opportunity, and 
they are again betrayed in 1900, let them blame not their leaders 
whom they tempt with the power to betray bui blame themselves, 
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Will be Straight Peoples Party Convention in 1900, though Straight 
Populists have to bolt to get it. 


Many who had resolved for the future to in no way acknowl- 
edge Senator Butler as the Chairman of a Peoples Party National 
Committee, who had resolved to pay no attention to any call of 
his for a national convention, resolved to have nothing more to 
do with conventions of anyone's calling, to abolish them in party 
government, as calculated to rear up bossism, and establish a 
party government on the basis of the precinct club and lines of 
direct legislation may be disappointed in the plan of the Organi- 
zation Committee, feel chagrin at the idea of taking part ina 
convention called by one who has before led them into fusion, 
insulted their beloved leaders, served one of the enemies of the 
Peoples party, the Democratic, rather than the party whose 
interests he was chosen to guard over and protect. But the con- 
vention that the Organization Committee asks them to take part 
in is not a fusion convention. The plan of that committee, if 
followed out, assures a straight Peoples party convention. If the 
convention of Senater Butler’s calling is controlled by straight 
Populists, that convention will do the will of the rank and file, 
nominate candidates of the choosing of that rank and file, merely 
put the stamp of formality and convention regularity upon such 
action as the rank and file may take through their precinct clubs. 
If on the other hand Senator Butler, through his control of the 
National Committee, seats fusion delegations in preference to 
delegations of straight Populists and the convention thus packed 
to give a fusion majority refuses admission to straight Populist 
delegations from those states whence other delegations, the 
choice of fusionist organizations, have also been sent, then such 
straight Populist delegations as have been admitted shall leave 
the convention, join those straight delegations that have been 
refused admission and organize a straight Peoples Party National 
Convention that will record the wishes of the rank and file. 

No straight Populist can, with any self respect, sit in a 
fusionist convention and so undertake to abide by the action of 
such convention—no more than he could sit in a Democratic con- 
vention. And the Organization Committee asks no Populist so 
to sit. It exhorts them to bolt whenever they find themselves in 
such a convention, whether state or county or national, and 
proceed to rear an independent organization, true to Populism ; 
an independent organization that it will be the duty of straight 
Populists everywhere to recognize as regular. Therefore, if the 
straight Populists in the National Convention of Senator Butler’s 
calling are in the majority, such bolters from state conventions 
and such organizations built up in antagonism to fusion organi- 
zations will find recognition, for such Populists can never give 
recognition to fusion. And if, on the other hand, straight Popu- 
lists are not in the majority in such convention, such as are 
admitted will bolt it asa fusion convention by whose decisions 
they cannot abide, whose nominees they cannot conscientiously 
support and join with those straight Populists who are refused 
admission in organizing a Peoples party convention of their own. 


The Question of Regularity. 


Such is the plan of action marked out by the Organization 
Committee. But what would such a bolting convention amount 
to, what weight, what consideration as a Peoples party conven- 
tion would it have? Just so much as the straight Populist state 
organizations could give it. Where such organizations were 
recognized as regular they could give regularity to the work of 
the bolting convention and keep for its nominees the name of 
Peoples party ; where such organizations were not so recognized, 
where the fusionis: organizations were so recognized, the fusionists 
could keep the name. 

Be it remembered that a national convention is a body 
that has no status in law. 
recognition to such a body, and there is no sound ground upon 
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which the courts can take cognizance of the acts of such a 
body. When we vote for President and Vice-President we do 
not vote for them directly, we vote for electors, which electors 
are indeed pledged to vote for certain candidates so that in 
casting their votes in electoral college they but perform a form- 
ality. But these electors are nominated not by national but 
state conventions. Therefore the national convention cannot 
pledge them, cannot instruct them. This the state conventions 
must do, and if the state conventions are in harmony with the 
national convention all is smooth sailing, the will of the national 
convention is done, but solely because the state conventions 
re-afirm that will.- But suppose there is dissension in the 
national convention, suppose there is a bolt and a state conven- 
tion in sympathy with the bolters refuses to nominate electors 
pledged and instructed to vote for the nominees of the so-called 
regular convention and nominates electors pledged and instructed 
to vote for the nominees of the bolting convention, what then? 
Well then this state convention, representing the regular and 
recognized party organization in the state, and alone entitled to 
names candidates under the party emblem, can keep the party 
name, place it over names of electors pledged to support the 
candidates not of the regular but bolting convention. 

So if there comes a split up in the next Peoples party con- 
vention resulting in the naming of two sets of candidates, a 
split up between straight Populists and Fusionists, the straight 
Populist ticket whether the choice of the regular or bolting con- 
vention will be regular in whatsoever states the Peoples party 
organization is in the hands of straight Populists who will put up 
electors pledged to such ticket and irregular in whatsoever 
states the party organization is in the hands of Fusionists. That 
is to say, in some states the nominees of the straight Populist 
convention might run under the name of Peoples party, in some 
other states under some other name. In other words, to get 
away with the name Peoples party, get it away from the straight. 
Populists, the Fusionists have not merely to control the National 
Convention—that merely gives them a sentimental claim to the 
name—they have to get control of the state conventions and 
organizations—that gives them the actual claim tothe name. In 
such states as they cannot get this control they cannot get away 
with the name, in such states as they can get away with the con- 
trol they can get away with the name even though failing to 
control the National Convention, provided, of course, that failure 
to so control would not so weaken them as to cause them to lose 
control of the state organizations. 


Why a Convention at All. 


But why not abolish the convention system altogether and 
fall back directly on the precinct club system of party govern- 
ment as proposed at Cincinnati for ruling the party and making 
nominations? Why take part in a convention at all ; especially 
if the purpose of holding a convention is but to give the stamp of 
formality to the work of the precinct clubs? We respond to get 
this very stamp of formality which in the judgment of some 
members of the Organization Commiitee would be valuable for 
its sentimental influence on some of the rank and file, as tending 
to give strength and solidity to the movement. We would sug- 
gest that the sentimental effect may be quite the reverse, that the 
very suggestion of taking part in a convention may disgust and 
dishearten some who are distrustful, as well they may be, of the 
convention system and would that it were banished for once and 
all. But in this, a question of sentiment, we bow gracefully to 
the judgment of the Organization Committee and only call upon 
Populists to push the work of organizing into precinct clubs that 
the convention when it meet may have the expressed wishes of 
the rank and file to guide it and will meet only to carry out the 
instructions given it by vote of the clubs as to the naming of 
candidates. By doing this the rank and file can preserve to them- 
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selves all the rights, all the privileges, all the voice in the rule of 
the party and naming of candidates that was accorded to them 
under the plan of organization adopted by the Cincinnati con- 
vention, Let Populists so organize and the next convention will 
have under the plan of the Organization Committee just about 
as much discretion in the naming of candidates as the electoral 
college has in the election of President and Vice-President. And 
that is practically none at all. The convention will but register 
the choice of the Populists made by their votes in precinct club, 
as the electoral college registers the choice of the people made at 
the ballot box. 

We repeat, the plan of action laid down by the Organization 
Committee deprives the rank and file of the party of no oppor- 
tunity for the ruling of the party and naming of candidates 
accorded them under the Cincinnati plan. It keeps that oppor- 
tunity open to them if they have the gumption to avail of it by 
organizing into precinct clubs, and in all earnestness if they have 
not that gumption they are not worthy of that opportunity, and 
as we see it they will not cut, and surely will not deserve to cut 
a very broad swathe when they line up at the polls. 

In this, however, there are some most able and earnest true 
blue Populists who do not agree with us, who argue that in their 
sections of the country the club system has been run into the 
ground, so long tried and so often the effort made in club organi- 
tion proven a sheer waste of time that Populists cannot be 
induced to organize clubs though they will line up at the polls. 
This is said to be particularly true of Arkansas, and Populists of 
Arkansas, it was argued, should not therefore be deprived of a 
voice in the naming of the Peoples party national ticket as they 
would under the Cincinnati plan of organization if failing to 
organize into precinct clubs. So the representatives of such 
Populists on the Organization Committee insisted on the holding 
of a national convention that those Populists who, failing to 
organize in precinct clubs, could not speak through such clubs, 
might speak through convention. Such was a strong plea made 
for the holding of a national convention, though those who 
made it recognized the superiority of the precinct club system to 
the convention system of party government and would be only 
too glad to see the former substituted for the latter. But until 
the precinct club system is organized and ready to substitute the 
substitution cannot be made, the convention system must be con- 
tinued. And at the same time to give stimulus to the organiza- 
tion of the club system, a stimulus which would be wanting if 
the clubs were given no power, no place in party government 
until the system was so complete in every state that the conven- 
tion system might be laid entirely on the shelf, it was agreed that 
where such clubs were formed delegates to conventions and rep- 
resenting localities thus organized on the precinct club system 
should be bound by the votes of such clubs, vote for the candi- 
dates named by such club vote. Thus the precinct clubs would 
begin to have virtually a direct voice in the naming of candi- 
dates even while the convention system was adhered to. In this 
way the substitution of one system would be made for the other 
gradually, without a jar, without a break in organization and 
without depriving Populists of those sections slow to organize 
into precinct clubs of the indirect voice in party government they 
now have through delegate convention before they had, through 
club organization, gained a direct voice. 

Some may argue that it would be a good thing to so deprive 
Populists failing to organize precinct clubs of all voice in party gov- 
ernment, in the naming of the candidates they are asked as 
Populists to support, that such deprivation would drive them 
into forming suchclubs. But we are not so bigoted as to assume 
a dictatorial position or so foolish as to attempt to drive Populists 
into any particular form of organization against their will. Any 
attempt so to drive would more than likely result in driving 
them out of the party altogether. So let the Populists of the 
state that fails to organize on the precinct club system send a 
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delegation to the national convention free to act as their individual 
judgment dictates and there in common meet and vote with the 
delegations coming from those sections where Populists are 
organized into precinct clubs and bound to register by their votes 
in convention the votes of the Populists in precinct club. In 
this way can provision be made for those Populists where the 
precinct club system is organized taking part in the choice of 
candidates by what would be virtually a direct vote, while Pop- 
ulists where not so organized continue to take part through dele- 
gating their rights, the right to speak and vote for them, to 
representatives in convention. And thus can the convention 
system be gradually replaced without depriving any true Populist 
of his voice in the naming of candidates, without sowing any 
seeds of discord, without exciting ill feeling, without breaking 
any party orgarization. Thus judged those taking part in the 
deliberations of the Organization Committee at Kansas City, and 
to this end, the end of substituting the precinct club system for 
the convention system of party government, and without doing 
injustice to anyone, they planned. And as a result of their 
labors there is harmony among all mid-roaders, there is no longer 
conflict of purpose. So now with common purpose, common 
resolve, let us go forward. 

But before we go further we desire to repeat that there is 
one other reason for not abolishing the convention system out- 
right and a reason that is not of our making but the making of 
the law. Many states have the Australian ballot and regular 
party nominations must be certified to the secretary of state by 
the chairman and secretary of the party conventions. Now, if a 
party nominate through the precinct club system and there is no 
convention held, nominations cannot be so certified to and then 
the only way to get them on the official ballot would be by peti- 
tion. In short, the law recognizes the convention system of 
party government and no other. Therefore, the necessity of 
going through the formality of holding a convention even though 
the nominations be actually made by direct vote of the members 
of the party in precinct club, unless, indeed, the party making 
such nominations be content to give up its legal right to a place 
on the ballot as an organized party and nominate by petition. 
And naturally in some states where the Populists have built up a 
strong and legally recognized organization entitling them to a 
place on the ballot without going through the work of getting 
up a petition and perhaps also entitling them to certain party 
representation in the polling booths they do not want to lose 
such rights and consequently are under constraint to keep up the 
convention system until the law can be changed. Of course, the 
holding of a convention may be reduced to a mere formality and 
behind it the precinct club system be organized and become the 
real power in party government, thus assuring to the rank and 
file the power of ruling their own party and naming their own 
candidates, but still the shadow of a convention system must be 
kept up, the forms must be gone through with. There would be 
two systems side by side, a vitalized precinct club system and a 
devitalized convention system, but the devitalized convention 
system could not be abolished. 

In South Carolina we have an illustration of much such a 
dual system. That state practically elects her United States 
Senators by popular vote but nominally the state legislature 
elects them. This results from the fact that the people prefer to 
elect their Senators by direct vote while the law, the national 
Constitution, requires that they shall be elected by the legislature. 
So the people express their choice through direct vote at the 
primaries and by that vote all legislators are held to be in honor 
bound, merely going through the formality of recording their 
votes for the candidate of the people’s choice. And thus are 
Senators virtually elected by direct vote while the requirements 
of the Constitution are complied with. Populists in many states 
where organized into precinct clubs for party government and 
the naming of party candidates may find themselves under 
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the necessity of going through much the same kind of 
formality. 


Gist of the Plan of Action. 


Such then are the reasons that influenced the National 
Organization Committee to refrain from abandoning outright the 
convention system in outlining a plan of action. The gist of 
that plan is that straight Populists send delegations to the Butler 
convention, that if they control that convention, they there pro- 
ceed to register the choice of the rank and file of the party as 
expressed through referendum vote taken in precinct clubs and 
that if because of exclusion of straight delegations from such 
convention they do not control they leave the fusion convention, 
organize a straight Peoples party convention and there proceed 
to register the will of the rank and file by naming candidates 
named by referendum vote. And that such plan may be made 
practically operative, that the rank and file may have direct voice 
in party government and the naming of candidates, Milton Park as 
chairman of the Organization Committee, as he is of the National 
Committee appointed at the Cincinnati convention, is instructed 
to proceed with the organization of precinct clubs under the plan 
adopted by that convention. 


What of the Outcome? (1) In the Event of Failure to Control the 
Butler Convention, 


Such is the gist of the plan of action mapped out for true 
Populists by the Organization Committee. Now what of the 
outcome. There are ,three suppositions that we have to choose 
between. First, Senator Butler may control the convention that 
he calls ; that convention may be a Bryan-fusion convention, 
swapping off the interests of the rank and file for the advance- 
ment of pseudo Democratic- Populist leaders. In short, the con- 
vention may not be a Populist convention at all, and then the 
straight Populist delegations will have to cut loose from it and 
organize, under the plan adopted, a separate convention. ‘This is 
the first supposition, and at first glance it seems most likely of 
fulfilment for, beyond all possible question, Senator Butler holds 
the cards to control the national convention that he may call, 
that he promises to call thirty days in advance of the holding of 
either of the national conventions of the old parties. A majority 
of the National Committee, of which he is chairman, is in sym- 
pathy with him, and that committee has made rules covering the 
seating of new members such as are calculated to enable the 
majority of that committee to perpetuate itself. This no one 
can fairly doubt. 

It is true that any regular Peoples party state convention has 
a right to elect new members of the National Committee in place 
of the men previously representing the state on the committee. 
Therefore it would appear that any state convention falling under 
control of the straight Populists and finding the state represented 
on the National Committee by fusionists might forthwith proceed 
to displace them as misrepresenting the Populists of the state. 
But the rules of the National Committee provide that the election 
of members so chosen must be certified to by chairman and secre- 
tary of the state committee, and in the event of the change of 
such officers by the convention making the change in the mem- 
bership of the National Committee such change must be certified 
to by two out of the three members previously representing the 
state on the National Committee. Thus if in any state straight 
Populists get control of the party organization formerly in fusion- 
ist hands they practically cannot change the state’s membership 
on the National Committee unless two of the former fusionist 
National Committeemen certify to the regularity of the change ; 
unless two of the members displaced certify that the convention 
unseating them was a regularly called Peoples party State Con- 
vention and entitled to act as such. And we all know that where 
a state organization is wrested from the fusionists the first act of 
the latter is to set up an organization of their own, claiming the 
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right to act as the Peoples party and speak for the Populists of 
the state. And can we expect those who thus set up an organi- 
zation claiming to be regular to certify its irregularity to the 
Butler National Committee? On the contrary, they may be 
expected to take just the contrary action, protest against the 
regularity of the organization of the straight Populists. 

So we see how under such rules Senator Butler can easily 
keep control of the National Committee, and that committee thus 
controlled will make up the temporary roll of the convention that 
Senator Butler calls. Thus it is that Senator Butler holds the 
cards to control the convention, for he holds the power to tem- 
porarily deprive delegations of straight Populists of seats to which 
they may be entitled and seat fusionist delegations, and by so 
depriving them, and even though the fusionist delegations whose 
right to sit the straight delegations contest may not be permitted to 
vote on questions of contest, he has the power to so manipulate 
the voting strength of the convention as to give the fusionists 
control in the convention as temporarily organized and enable 
them to decide contests in favor of themselves, thereby securing 
permanent control of the body. 

That Senator Butler holds these cards is perfectly evident 
and that he will play them appears at first glance quite certain. 
Therefore, the likelihood of the fulfillment of the first supposition, 
the likelihood of the control of the convention by Senator Butler 
in the interest of fusion, thus necessitating under the plan of 
action outlined by the Organization Committee, the bolting of all 
straight Populist delegations and the organization of a separate 
convention to register the will of the rank and file by formally 
putting up such presidential ticket as may be named by the pre- 
cinct clubs in referendum vote. Nor are we so blind as to fail to 
see that Senator Butler may make this very declaration of an 
intention to bolt the convention if controlled by fusionists a basis 
for excluding the straight Populist delegations however regularly 
chosen, however unquestioned their credentials. 


(2) If We Control the Convention. 


But though controlling the National Committee Senator 
Butler holds the cards to control the National Convention it may 
be that he will not have the means to play them and that because 
of this lack of means the straight Populists will control the con- 
vention. In that event they will have much smoother sailing, 
and if true Populists now do their full duty Senator Butler will 
not have the means to play his cards and the convention that he 
calls will be not a fusionist but straight Peoples party convention 
recording the will of the rank and file of the party, formally 
putting in nomination the ticket named by referendum vote, giving 
virtual effect to the plan of organization put forth by the Cincin- 
nati convention of September last. 

And what is this full duty, what must Populists do to 
deprive Senator Butler of the means of playing the cards he 
holds? They have to organize into precinct clubs, respond to 
the call of the Cincinnati Convention of last fall and now of the 
National Organization Committee and Reform Press in such a way 
as to make evident to the Democratic Bryan managers that they 
will gain nothing from any fusion arrangement with the Butler 
convention, that the Populist voters will not fall into any such 
fusion trap, that if it is set for them and they cannot avoid it 
while staying in the Butler convention or even the Peoples party 
sold to fusion they will step outside. And then the Democrats 
will not give Senator Butler the means to play the cards he 
holds, they will turn away from fusion with the Peoples party 
and conduct themselves with a view to turning the Democratic 
party away from pronounced advocacy of free silver coinage and 
to regain the support of the gold Democracy. And this will 
divide the plutocratic forces in 1900 as the Democratic party was 
divided in 1860, and the chance that was the Republican party’s 
in 1860 will be the Peoples party’s in r900. This Populists can 
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bring about if they bend to with a will and it is certainly worth 
the bringing. 
(3) Should There Be Double Dealing in the Convention, Failure to 
Carry Out Plan of Action Now Proclaimed, and Disregard 
of the Will of the Rank and File as Expressed 
by Referendum Vote. 

But there is a third possible supposition, a third possible 
outcome under the plan of action mapped out by the Organiza- 
tion Committee. If Populists so organize as to show the Dem- 
ocracy that it has nothing to get out of fusion and so lead 
Democrats to refuse to Senator Butler the means of playing the 
cards he holds, they themselves turning away from fusion with 
the Peoples party to make up with the gold Democrats, that 
Senator and his followers will no longer have any incentive to 
turn the convention over to fusion. So they may be expected in 
such event to politicly drop all advocacy of a fusion policy. 
But though left without incentive to turn the convention to 
fusion great will be their desire to control that convention, dic- 
tate nominations, baffle those who have baffled them. So they 
will sidle up to the straight Populists, plead for some conces- 
sions in the name of peace and harmony and so endeavor to 
induce such straight Populists, or a sufficient number to carry 
the convention, to accept some namby-pamby nondescript can- 
didate whom they could trade off should the opportunity offer. 
And this is not an impossible outcome. If straight Populists 
keep not on their guard after they may have through organiza- 
tion deprived Senator Butler of the means to play the cards to 
control the convention for fusion, and permit themselves to be 
lulled into a sleep of confidence after they have taken the means 
to control that convention away from Mr. Butler and gotten con- 
trol for themselves, this will be a likely outcome. 

Our Attitude as Head of the Cincinnati Ticket in such Eventuality. 
A Personal Word. 

But here we desire with all emphasis and directness to add 
one personal word. The head of the Cincinnati ticket will, in 
the event of such an outcome, remain in the field, uphold the 
banners of true Populism, stand before the people for their 
suffrages. Never will the head of that ticket stand in the way of 
the growth of the Peoples party, the advancement of its prin- 
ciples ; not one minute will he hesitate to step down and give 
place to another true Populist if the choice of the rank and file of 
the party expressed through referendum vote and registered in 
convention falls upon another, gladly will he fall into the ranks 
behind such chosen leader, support him earnestly, fight for him 
with all his might. He took the leadership tendered at Cin- 
cinnati to serve his fellow men, serve the Peoples party, not self. 
If he can best serve the Peoples party by laying it down fighting 
in the ranks and under other leadership, gladly will he do so. 
And those who are the judges of where he best can serve the 
party, in what capacity, whether at the head of the national 
ticket or in the ranks are his peers, the members of the Peoples 
party. It is for them to say where he best can serve, to their 
judgment, whatever it may be, whether it be to lay down burdens 
of responsibility or take up heavier, he will cheerfully bow. But 
if the third of the above suppositions is by any misfortune fulfilled, 
if the National Convention, though not controlled by fusionists, 
refuses to register the will of the rank and file of the party 
expressed in referendum vote through precinct clubs, refuses to 
formally name the ticket named in such vote but nominates some 
namby-pamby candidate, some one a mere puppet to be played 
with by professional fusionists, someone who can be traded off to 
involve the party in the meshes of fusion if opportunity offers, 
then the Cincinnati ticket will stay in the field, seek to hold 
together a true Populist organization. To resign in favor of such 
a candidate would be nothing short of a betrayal of trust imposed 
by the Cincinnati convention. That convention nominated a 
ticket to give assurance that a straight Peoples party ticket 
would be in the field in 1900, and that assurance will be made 
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good. Fora straight Populist ticket, choice of the rank and file 
and other than that chosen at Cincinnati the head of the Cincin- 
nati ticket will stand aside, it is his duty to do so, he is instructed 
by the convention that named him to do so; but for other than a 
straight Populist ticket he will not stand aside, it is his duty not 
to do so, he is instructed not to do so. 

Our Advice to Populists—Organize that You May Rule Your Party, 

Then Forward That You May Rule Your Nation. 

But let Populists organize into precinct clubs and keep on 
their guard and the second supposition given above and full of 
promise can be realized. As chairman of the National Com- 
mittee appointed by the Cincinnati convention, Milton Park was 
instructed to organize his forces into precinct clubs, as Chairman 
of the National Organization Committee he is directed to pro- 
ceed with the formation of clubs under the same plan. Thus he 
holds a dual position, but in the holding of that position there is 
no conflict of authority, no conflict of purpose, for both Cincin- 
nati convention and Organization Committee have directed him 
to proceed with the organization of his forces under the same 
plan. So there may be peace, so there may be harmony. There 
is no reason, no room for conflict among straight Populists, let 
us see that there is none, organize and forward. To Populists 
we say : Organize into precinct clubs and you will dictate the 
nominations to your next national convention, that convention 
will but meet to record your decrees, put the stamp of formality 
upon your acts. This is the way the plan of action marked out 
by the Organization Committee at Kansas City should work out, 
this is the way it will work out if Populists would have it so. 
Let us resolve one and all to organize and so work it out, let us 
then go into the fight as expressed by Ignatius Donnelly in the 
peroration of his address to the Reform Press Association at 
Kansas City, on May 16th, with the resolve to ‘‘ win if we can, 
die if we must, but fight to the end,’’ and all will be for the best. 


ADDRESS 


OF THE 


National Organization Committee of the Peoples 
Party 


TO THE 


POPULISTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


HE National Organization Committee met in response to call 
of Chairman Park, in Kansas City, on the afternoon of 
May 15th. After several hours of general discussion the 
following sub-committee was appointed to prepare an address to 
the Populists of the United States embodying a plan of action for 
their general guidance to the end that all straight Populists 
might act with common purpose and on common lines, thereby 
making their forces effective. The committee was as follows: 
Wm. L. Peek, Georgia, chairman; Jo A. Parker, Kentucky ; 
L. Stebbins, Nebraska; H. F. Jones, Texas; L. H. Weller, 
Iowa, secretary. 

On the following day the sub-committee reported a plan of 
action which after exhaustive discussion and the approval of the 
first three congratulatory paragraphs was recommitted to the 
sub-committee for revision along certain lines indicated by the 
discussion in the full committee and which we may say without 
divulging the secrets of the executive session, were in the direc- 
tion of making the plan of action more explicitly conform to the 
plan of organization acopted by the Cincinnati convention of 
September, 1898. Revised and re-submitted to the Organization 
Committee on the morning of Wednesday, May 17th, the report 




















May 27, 1899 


was, after a short debate, approved. ‘The full report of the sub- 
committee as adopted by the Organization Committee is as 
follows : 


To the Populists of the United States : 
[Resolutions adopted by Organization Committee on May léth.| 


First. We congratulate the official members of the National 
Organization Committee of the National Peoples party on their 
successful efforts to curtail and minimize the disintegrating and 
destroying forces set in motion by the advocates of the ‘‘fusion’’ 
policy of and during 1896; as also, upon their success in so re- 
organizing the earnest and true membership of the National 
Peoples party into such active effective work as to awaken large 
hopes that in the election of 1900, only clean-handed and straight- 
forward work in support of the principles set forth in the Omaha 
platform and candidates nominated thereon shall be considered in 
our ranks. 

Second. We congratulate the membership of the Peoples 
party throughout the nation on the success attending upon their 
educational and propaganda efforts among the people, to the 
extent that the principles of the party are to-day accepted by 
thousands, including many prominent politicians and metropolitan 
newspapers who a short time ago ridiculed and reviled them. 

Third. We congratulate the membership of all political 
organizations which have endorsed any of the paramount propo- 
sitions contained in the Omaha platform, and respectfully suggest 
to all such, that a generous appreciation of the efforts of the 
Peoples party during years of educational work in the interests 
and behalf of all such can best be attested by uniting their politi- 
cal fortunes under the banner of the Peoples party. 


Plan of Action. 


[Resubmitted to and Approved by National Organization Committee on Wednesday, 
May 17th | 


That the voters of the nation may feel assured that the 
Peoples party shall not again be betrayed in national convention, 
or its working forces passed intu the hands of the enemy, and to 
inspire confidence among the masses in the integrity of our acts 
and sincerity of our demands for independent action as a party, 
we respectfully submit to the Populists of the nation the follow- 
ing plan of action: 

First. That the National Organization Committee hereby 
instruct its chairman to proceed with the formation of Peoples 
party precinct clubs in all the states, on the plan recommended 
by the Cincinnati convention of September, 1898, or some 
relative plan, deemed by the members in the different states 
most efficient, and to appoint in each state not having 
members already selected, three members of the National 
Organization Committee, and with the assistance and 
advice of these committeemen to select a state organiza- 
tion committee of the same number of members as the 
then existing state committee, and through these committeemen 
to organize, as far as possible, organization committees in con- 
gressional districts, counties and voting precincts. Wherever it 
is positively known that those members of national, state and 
other committees now existing are unqualifiedly opposed to 
fusion with either of the old parties and: for independent, straight- 
forward action by the Peoples party, they are to be selected as 
members of the several organization committees. 

Second. It shall be the duty of these several committees to 
use all honorable means to secure the selection of delegates to the 
various conventions leading up to the nominating Presidential 
convention of 1900, who are opposed to fusion ; and, failing in 
this, to provide for and send contesting delegates to the several 
conventions. ‘That is to say, if those who are opposed to fusion 
are unfairly or dishonorably treated in the county convention 
they shall send a delegation to contest the seats of the fusion 
delegation in the state convention. If the state convention is 
controlled in the interest of ‘‘ fusion,’’ and against an honorable 
and straightforward Peoples party policy, as soon as this is deter- 
mined the middle-of-the-road delegations shall leave the conven- 
tion and, uniting with the contesting delegations shail hold 
another state convention and send a contesting delegation from 
that state to the National Convention. Should the National 
Convention be controlled by straight Populists, all delegates sent 
under this plan shall feel themselves in honor bound to vote to 
nominate those candidates for President and Vice-President, 
recommended by the referendum vote ; provided, in the judgment 
of the National Organization Committee, a sufficient number of 
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said clubs shall have been organized to make such a vote both 
practicable and representative of the will of the party. 

Should the National Convention of 1900 be controlled in the 
interest of ‘‘ fusion,’ the straight delegations shall leave said con- 
vention and join the contesting delegations sent under this plan 
in a straight convention, and there carry out the will of the Popu- 
lists of the nation without regard to the ‘‘ fusion’’ convention. 

In this case, the National Organization Committee and the 
several state, district, county and precinct committees organized 
under this plan shall be recognized as the only committees having 
any authority in the affairs of the Peoples party. 

If it should so occur that the National Committee fail to 
issue a call for a National Peoples Party Convention within due 
time in the discretion of the National Organization Committee, 
said organization committee shall then proceed to issue a call for 
a national convention. 

We offer this plan of action knowing that it will (1st) show 
to every Populist that we are willing to remain in good fellow- 
ship with our ‘‘fusion’’ brethren, with whom we have differed 
in the past in accepting distasteful allegiance with the enemies 
of the People’s party ; provided they will, with us, stand squarely 
on the original principles of the party, and the line of action 
intended by its founders, who declared at Omaha in 1892, that 
the two old parties were jointly responsible for the miseries of 
the people and the unjust legislation which oppressed them ; 
(2nd) If they refuse to do so that we wish them to know that 
we can go with them no further, preferring to adhere to the 
grand principles of untainted Populism than to traffic in those 
sacred principles for personal or political advancement and gain. 

We share the humiliation of the Populist voters who have 
found themselves in the past forced to vote for candidates not in 
sympathy with each demand of the Peoples party platform, and 
urge them to diligently work in the future to avert any repetition 
of such complications. 

We recommend that an earnest effort to carry out the re- 
quest for the referendum vote asked for by the Cincinnati con- 
vention be made, so that the fullest expression on the question 
may be obtained. 

In order that states using the National Precinct Referendum 
Club systems of party government may be made most effective, 
we recommend that these clubs be prepared to vote on national 
candidates and other questions between October 1, 1899, and 
January 1, 1900, and send tabulated vote of same by states to 
Hon, Milton Park, Chairman National Organization Committee, 
Dallas, Texas, who, as soon as practicable, shall certify national 
results of same to the public. 


Wm. L. PEEK, Chai»man. 
Jo A. PARKER. 

L. STEBBINS. 

H. F. JOoNEs. 

L. H. WELLER, Secretary, 


Approval of the Reform Press Association. 


After the adoption of the above address and plan of action by 
the Organization Committee and the reading of such before the 
National Reform Press Association, the report of the Committee 
on Resolutions appointed by that latter body was, after the 
change of a few words, adopted as follows :— 

Resolved, by the National Reform Press Association in annual 
meeting assembled, that we stand by the action of the National 
Organization Committee of the Peoples party and congratulate it 
on its efficient work, That we re-affirm our allegiance to the 
Omaha platform and declare our unqualified support of the prin- 
ciples of direct legislation, declaring our eternal opposition to the 
infamy of fusion with either of the old parties and to the honest 
support of true reform we pledge our united effort. 


OF NATIONAL REFORM PRESS 
ASSOCIA TION. 


MEETING 


HE NINTH annual meeting of the Reform Press Associa- 
tion was held in Lyceum Hall, Kansas City, Mo., on the 
16th and 17th days of May, about sixty editors being in 

attendance. The meeting was opened by the reading of the 
President’s address, at the conclusion of which Mr. Donnelly 
made a forcible speech calling upon Populists to keep clear of the 
Democracy, a twin brother of the latter day Republican party, 
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and shun the entangling and life destructive meshes of fusion. 
We regret that absence of any satisfactory report of this address 
makes it impossible for us to reproduce the substance thereof in a 
way to do justice to Mr. Donnelly and his address, 

Though the interest of the editors present was largely cen- 
tered in the meetings of the National Organization Committee, 
and though from the fact that many members of the Press Asso- 
ciation participated in the deliberations of the Organization Com- 
mittee, the Press Association stood adjourned during a greater 
part of the two days’ meeting several other addresses were made 
and papers of interest read while the routine work was sand- 
wiched in and several resolutions passed, the one of first import- 
ance and the only one of general interest being that approving 
the course of the National Organization Committee published 
elsewhere, The officers elected to serve during the ensuing year 
were as follows : 

Capt. Frank Burkitt, of Okolona, Miss., re-elected president 
over his protest—verdict, far too acceptable an officer to be per- 
mitted to refuse to serve. 

Jo A. Parker, of Kentucky and Texas, secretary, also 
re-elected over his protest. 

Paul J. Dixson, of Chillicothe, Mo., vice-president. 

Joseph A. Henning, Augusta, Ga., corresponding secretary. 

W.S. Morgan, Hardy, Ark., Ready-Print editor. 


Executive Committee. 
Abe. Steinberger, Kansas, Chairman. 


N. H. Motsiuger, Indiana, C. A. Wickes, Iowa, 
H. F. Jones, Texas, Rodman Barker, Pennsylvania. 


Address of the President, 


Captain Burkitt’s address, as president of the association, 
was in part as follows : 


Brethren and Sisters of the N. R. P. A.: 


Another year has come and gone, and again we are assembled 
in annual meeting to renew pleasant acquaintance, to exchange 
fraternal greeting ; to rehearse the labors of the past in behalf of 
a righteous cause ; to congratulate each other on the successes 
that have attended honest efforts for the alleviation of the 
oppressed ; to carefully note our mistakes that they may be 
henceforth avoided and to devise ways and means to promote the 
interest of the industrial and wealth-producing classes of this 
country, in their irrepressible conflict against the insolent aggres- 
sions and grievous wrongs sought to be heaped upon them by the 
plutocracy. 

In such a glorious cause, the Reform Press long since en- 
listed, and though trials and tribulations have beset us on every 
hand and failure has often attended our labors, there is to be no 
relaxation of effort and no surrender until a decisive triumph for 
the people shall have been won. 

It is not arrogane to claim that noclass in this country have 
been more patient, more earnest and more self-sacrificing in their 
devotion to the cause of right and justice than the Reform Press, 
and if ours is to again be’a government for the benefit of the 
governed ; if the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happi- 
ness is to be restored to the people ; if our beloved country is to 
be in fact as in name, ‘‘ the land of the free and the home of the 
brave,’’ to the Reform Press should be ascribed the praise 
accorded the faithful sentinel on the watch tower, who bravely 
guarded the gates of the city, noted the insidious approach of the 
enemy and gave timely warning to the sleeping inmates within 
the citadel, that they might rally to the defense of the Republic, 
purchased by the blood of the Patriot fathers and transmitted by 
them to posterity as a sacred heritage. 


How the Peoples Party Was Formed. 


Years ago, the destructive policy of the Republican party 
and the deceit and treachery of the Democracy, who pretending 
to oppose Republicanism before the election, always betrayed the 
trust reposed in them afterwards, created the necessity for a new 
political organization, which should take the Constitution as its 
guide, ‘‘ equal rights to all and special privileges to none,’’ as its 
slogan and devote its energies to the restoration of the Union as 
it was and the people of all the states to that prosperity, which 
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their indefatigable industry and the blessings of God on their 
labors merited and received before the two old parties had suc- 
cumbed to the corrupt and corrupting influence of plutocracy. 

Many of the purest and best men in the old parties had 
noted the trend of political events for many years, but hoping to 
be instrumental in purifying the party of their fathers, spent their 
early manhood in the work of reformation inside the party, but 
finding all their efforts futile, they were reluctantly impelled to 
abandon old affiliations and lend their energies and abilities to 
the organization of a new party, which would honestly contend 
for the true interests of the masses. 

Moved by the most unselfish and patriotic motives, believing 
implicitly in the correctness of their principles, firmly relying in 
the justice of their cause and trusting in God for a favorable 
result, these men met at Omaha, July 4, 1892, and organized the 
Peoples party. 

If the necessity for organizing such a party existed in 1892, 
the necessity for its perpetuation exists now. If the principles 
avowed at Omaha were correct in 1892, they are correct to-day. 
If the evils of which we complained in 1892 existed then, they 
have been intensified since that time. And if we were forced to 
break away from old party lines and associations in order to bring 
questions of vital interest to the people prominently to the front 
and to keep them there until they are settled right, we must 
stand aloof from all entangling alliances with either old party. 


Growth of the Peoples Party, 


The history of Populism shows a most wonderful growth, so 
long as reformers stood firmly by their principles and refused to 
compromise with error. With all the disadvantages under which 
this political infant in swaddling cloths labored, its demands were 
so reasonable and its arguments so convincing, that ere it was 
six months old it mustered an army of 1,055,424 as stalwart 
patriots as ever drew blade in freedom’s cause, and in two years 
this army had increased to 1,600,000 well trained soldiers and 
their ranks were being recruited daily and hourly from among 
the noblest, purest and best in the land. The West and South 
furnished the greater number of the Peoples party voters, not 
because the views entertained by reformers were of a sectional 
nature, but because these sections were the greater sufferers from 
the policy inaugurated and kept in operation by both the old 
parties, and it is rational to believe, that had not our leaders 
allowed themselves to be beguiled by the old Democratic hag ; 
disguised as a free silver syren in 1896 we would have had to-day 
the second if not the first political party in this country, harmo- 
nious in its organization ; advantageously encamped on the high 
grounds of principle ; impregnably intrenched behind the battle- 
ments of right ; its council fires blazing with enthusiasm and its 
votaries ready to press forward when the word of command should 
be given in 1900 to a victorious assault upon the legions of pelf, 
plunder and piracy, who too long have despoiled the wealth-pro- 
ducers of the land and raided every department of our national 
government. 

In 1894 the party standing by the immortal declaration of 
principles proclaimed at Omaha, refusing to temporize and fight- 
ing valiantly for the emancipation of labor from the serfdom 
which corporate combines and monopolistic greed were rapidly 
fastening upon the bread-winners of this country, increased its 
adherents more than 50 per cent. over the preceding election, 
and had we pursued the same policy, the same or a greater in- 
crease might have been reasonably expected in 1896. 


Evils of Fusion. 


The enemies of the people alarmed at the wonderful growth 
of the reform sentiment set themselves to the task of devising 
some scheme to deceive the public anew, and knowing the 
seductive influence of political ambition, selected fusion as the 
apple of discord to be cast into Populist ranks. 

The Chicago convention, as a part of the preconcerted plan, 
appropriated the free-silver plank of the Omaha platform and 
the office-holders and office-seekers in those sections which had 
shown results most satisfactory to reformers raised the cry of ‘‘a 
union of forces.’’ Moved by their own selfish ambition they 
were oblivious to the fact that the very influences which made it 
possible for our brethern of the Northwest to accept William J. 
Bryan, would have driven the Populists of the South, had they 
yielded to the expediency argument, to a coalition with the 
Republicans, or what in my judgment would have been as bad, 
an unconditional surrender to their most implacable enemy and a 
humiliating return to the fold of Bourbon Democracy. Neither 
alternative was acceptable to the genuine southern Populist and 
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being abandoned by his western brother and unwilling to sur- 
render to Democracy or to make terms with the Republicans, he 
could do nothing more than stay in the middle of the road and 
watch the procession go by. 

This course of procedure was not of our own choosing It 
was the result of the conditions which environed us, and while we 
claim no credit for the constancy and zeal displayed by the south- 
ern Populist in maintaining the true faith, we trust, in the provi- 
dence of God, those conditions may yet prove to be the salvation 
of the Peoples party. 

To the mistaken policy which led to the disastrous results of 
the campaign of 1896, we may trace the cause of all the conten- 
tion and want of harmony which has existed in reform ranks 
since the unfortunate hour, when a majority of our representa- 
tives consented to go outside the party to find a candidate for 
President, but surely everything that could have been said for or 
against the policy has been said, and surely no one, not a Demo- 
crat or Republican at heart, will contend the campaign of ’96 
should be duplicated. Sad experience has demonstrated that 
fusion with the Democracy in Kansas and Nebraska and with 
the Republicans in North Carolina means the speedy disintegra- 
tion and death of the Peoples party if longer continued, and it 
requires no seer tocomprehend that the time has arrived when 
crimination and recrimination among Populists should cease. 
Let the dead past bury its dead and let us reform our lines in the 
middle of the road for a united and harmonious effort in 1900. 


The Cincinnati Convention. 


This should have been done at Omaha one year ago, but 
unfortunately the personal ambition of some of our would be 
leaders overshadowed their patriotic impulses and the fusion 
snake was only scotched not killed outright. It was, therefore, 
necessary to continue the fight for a straight ticket on an un- 
equivocal platform and whatever we may think, individually, of 
the wisdom or unwisdom of the Cincinnati convention of Septem- 
ber, 1898, it did promulgate such a platform and it did sug- 
gest the names of two able and patriotic men as worthy to bear 
the standard of reform in 1900, and without further action on the 
part of the rank and file of the party insures a straight Populist 
ticket in the next Presidential campaign and relieves genuine 
reformers from the necessity of choosing the lesser evil, or fore- 
going the privilege of expressing their honest sentiments at the 

lls. 

= Should ‘‘ the boys in the trenches,’’ to whom the nomination 
of Barker and Donnelly was referred, ratify the action, we will 
have a ticket which in intellect, moral worth, and _ political 
integrity cannot be excelled on this continent, and should a 
majority for any reason prefer to name another ticket, in whole 
or in part, we have the assurance from both sage and savant of a 
cheerful acquiescence. 


The Populist Position To- Day. 


So far as my observation goes nothing has transpired since 
our last annual meeting to change the position of true Populists 
on the all absorbing questions which have agitated the public 
mind for years past. They stand to-day squarely committed to 
the doctrine laid down in the Omaha platform. Financial, land 
and transportation reforms are still our cardinal tenets and these 
we would secure through the medium of Direct Legislation. The 
initiative, referendum and imperative mandate have all been 
incorporated in the populist creed and our purpose is, if given the 
opportunity by the people, to shame the old party leaders, who 
have so often deceived their followers, by demonstrating our 
absolute sincerity. 

Expansion. 


New questions have arisen out of the war with Spain, on 
which Populists might differ as regards the best policy to pursue 
in the future, but I apprehend no class of American citizenship 
feel more pride in the valor of our soldiers ; more satisfaction 
over the achievements of our navy, or more veneration for the 
glorious old flag, than the brave and unselfish, patient and self- 
reliant men and women who constitute the Peoples party. The 
cry of expansion, under the plea of destiny may be music to the 
ear of the imperialist, but Populism while refusing to lower the 
flag in the presence of any enemy on the earth, would strike 
from the limbs of American workingmen the shackles of indus- 
trial slavery before engaging to emancipate the mongrel races 
of strange and foreign lands. 

Our sympathy, it is true, goes out to the oppressed of all 
nations, but our duty is first to ourselves and posterity and our 
mission is to encourage our Republican and Democratic neigh- 
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bors to make common cause with us to resist the encroachments 
of combined wealth on the inalienable rights of a free people. 


Evils of Concentrated Wealth. 


History will belie itself, if a people can remain free after the 
wealth of the country has drifted into the hands of the few, for 
it is then the grasping landlord lays claim to the soil and denies 
the husbandman the right to compel mother earth to yield him 
sustenance, except upon the most exacting terms; it is then 
giant corporations absorb and consolidate thousands of miles of 
railroad traversing an empire in domain and compels the producer 
to pay ‘‘all the traffic will bear,’’ before the consumer is 
reached ; it is then capital combines in al! the mining enter- 
prises, mechanic arts and avenues of trade and commerce and 
utterly crushes individual enterprise, skilled labor and the small 
dealers ; it is then the hideous money octopus assumes absolute 
control of the finances of the country, and by a skillful but heart- 
less manipulation of its concentrated millions, dictates the price 
of all commodities, paralyses trade and creates panics, which 
invariably result in the depreciation of property values and untold 
loss to the small home-owners and men of moderate means. 

By these iniquitous processes, tolerated and encouraged by 
the powers that be and have been since the Civil War, thousands 
upon thousands of our industrious population are yearly dropping 
into the ranks of the homeless and unemployed. 


Trusts. 


The formation of trusts of every kind upon everything, is 
daily increasing to an alarming extent. It is said trusts on the 
necessaries of life have been organized under the laws of one 
state of this Union, within the last four months, aggregating 
fourteen hundred millions of dollars. It is understood a great 
part of this vast sum is watered stock, but the productive 
energies of labor are expected to pay a dividend upon itall. Mr. 
Bryan will charge the Republican party with entire responsi- 
bility for this great wrong to the people, because that party is 
now in power, but he will doubtless withhold the fact that many 
of the statutes under which these robber combinations are 
chartered, are the handiwork of Democratic politicians. 

And so it is, the land grabbers, the railroad combines, the 
manufacturing trusts, the national banking system, the telegraph 
and telephone monopolies, the department stores, the sweat 
shops in our cities, and the army of medicants on our high- 
ways, all, all proclaim an urgent necessity for the life and per- 
petuity of a great Reform party in this country. And such a 
party must grow in power and influence sufficient to overthrow 
these enemies of peace, happiness and prosperity, else the Repub- 
lic will die. 

Conclusion. 


And now, brethren and sisters, the task you assigned me 
near a year ago is about completed. ‘Tis said ‘‘duty’’ is the 
noblest word in the English language, and its demand when 
heard and understood by me has always called forth the strong- 
est impulses of my nature and the most zealous work of my 
hands, and if your verdict shall be ‘‘ well done thou good and 
faithful comrade’’ the dearest aspiration of my head and heart 
will have been gratified. 

While not unappreciative of the kind preferences heretofore 
shown me by you, my worthy co-laborers in a glorious cause, I 
have not sought or desired preferment at your hands in the past 
and I have no ambition to hold or retain place and position that 
will make me more conspicuous in this movement than any of 
my associates. I prefer a less exalted station than that which 
has been assigned me by the Reform Press for the past three 
years, and I now most cheerfully return to you the insignia of 
authority, accompanied by the sincere hope you will select a 
more efficient President. 


Convention National Educational Association, Los Angeles, Cal., Reduced 
Rates via Pennsylvania Railroad. 


For the National Educational Association Convention, to be 
held at Los Angeles, Cal., July 11 to14, the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Company will sell excursion tickets via direct routes from 
points on its line, to Los Angeles, Cal., and return, at rate of 
single fare for the round trip, plus $2.00 membership fee. These 
tickets will be sold, good going, June 24th to July 7th, and, 
when stamped by joint agent at Los Angeles, good to return, 
arriving at final destination, until September 5th. 

For further information apply to Ticket Agents. —Adv/. 
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ALABAMA POPULIST IN 1900 
O SAYS Dr. G. B. Crowe, Chairman of the State Executive 
Committee of the Peoples party of Alabama, and Governor 
Johnston, who is now in hot water with some Democratic 
politicians because he would not helpthem restrict the suffrage, 
would not help them pass an amendment to the State Constitution 
calculated to perpetuate Democratic rule by enabling Democratic 
election officers to disfranchise their political enemies, is expected 
to help, Into such un-democratic course Governor Johnston 
refused to follow his party, the carrying out of such a policy he 
opposed, he has just succeeded in inducing the Legislature called 
in special session to repeal the act calling for a Constitutional 
Convention, a convention that was counted upon to frame such 
aniendment to the Constitution as would ostensibly disfranchise 
the negroes, also actually disfranchise the Populists, as in Mis- 
sissippi, by providing that voters to qualify should be required to 
pass some educational test to the satisfaction of the Democratic 
election officers which of course would make it possible for those 
election officers to refuse registration to such of the less well 
informed voters as they chose and extend it to such as they 
wished, refuse registration to the Populist whom they wished to 
disfranchise, extend it to the Democrat whose vote they wanted, 
for under such a law and circumstance the ignorant Democrat 
would have no difficulty in explaining say a clause in the consti- 
tution to the satisfaction of the Democratic registration officer 
while the much better informed Populist could not explain it to 
the satisfaction of such officer at all and so be denied a vote, be 
disfranchised not because of want of educational qualifications, 
that would be only the plea, but because a Populist. But Gover- 
nor Johnston put his foot down on all such unconscionable plans 
for tampering with the suffrage and so doing has gained the 
enmity of those who sought to perpetuate their power by such 
means. Consequently, the Governor must come to find that his 
house of refuge is with the Peoples party, party of honest ballot 
and honest count, not the Democratic party—the corrupt. So 
reason the Populists of Alabama. 

The call for a state convention to amend the constitution 
being off, the call for a Peoples party convention to map out a 
campaign with the hope of securing the election of some Populist 
delegates to the constitutional convention has been rescinded and 
Chairman Crowe has issued the following address to the Populists 
of his state : 





‘* BIRMINGHAM, Ala., May 18, 1899. 
** To the Populists of Alabama : 


‘The adjournment of the Legislature and the repeal by it 
of the Constitutional Convention act, render unnecessary the 
state convention called for May 23d, and I have revoked the call 
for the same. We have many reasons for self-congratulation 
over the present political situation, and at some time in the near 
future I will ask our committee and the leading members of our 
party to a general conference for the purpose of outlining and 
formulating a plan of action for the campaign of 1900. In 
September last our convention at Cincinnati nominated Mr. 
Wharton Barker as our Presidential candidate, and Mr, Ignatius 
Donnelly as our Vice-Presidential candidate, and I think it well 
to have at an early date, and I suggest July 4th, beat meetings in 
every beat and at these meetings I think it would be wise to elect 
a campaign committee of, say, three to take charge of the cam- 
paign for our ticket and go to work now with the end in view of 
carrying their beat for our ticket. 

“It would be only just and right at this meeting to pass 
resolutions endorsing the wise and manly course of the members 
of the General Assembly who have so nobly performed their duty 
in repealing the law which so endangered the suffrage of the 
people. Governor Johnston deserves our thanks for his course in 
this matter, and should be congratulated for doing what we have 
so long tried to do. 

‘* Now let every man who wants and desires good govern- 
ment and to see our party successful, attend these beat meetings 
and aid by his presence the grand work now before us. There 


THE AMERICAN. 








{May 27, 1899 


has never been a time since our organization as a party that the 
future looked so bright for us as now, not only in Alabama but 
in every other state. Our enemies are growing more and more 
divided, and our ranks are being filled with recruits from the old 
parties. And it is my opinion that upon the growth and dissem- 
ination of the principles embodied in our platforms will rest the 
future welfare and perpetuation of our government, and I appeal 
to you todo your duty in the future as you have done in the 
past and continue in the work, and victory will surely reward 
you. The attention of the entire country is upon us now and let 
us show the world that we have the patriotism and are willing to 
sacrifice time and means to secure the triumph of right over 
wrong, justice over injustice. Let us show to the world and to 
all men that there is to-day a party in the United States that 
stands for all that is right and fair and against all that is wrong 
and unfair, a party that is in fact as well as in name the people’s 
party. Respectfully, 
“G: B. Crowe, 
*“ Chairman Populist State Executive Committee.’’ 


In an interview reported in the Birmingham Mews Dr. Crowe 
added : 


‘* We are going to carry Alabama next year for Barker and 
Donnelly, and we expect to have the aid of Governor Joseph F. 
Johnston in doing it. He has helped us to head off any possible 
change in the constitution, a thing we have been for years trying 
to avoid, and it is not at all strange that the Populists feel that 
he will help them in future.’ 

Speaking of the meeting of the state leaders, which he will 
call soon, Dr. Crowe said : 

‘* At that meeting which will be held in this city, we will out- 
line our plan of campaign for 1900 and set the Populist ball in 
Alabama rolling at a very lively gait. . 

‘* Our fight will be strictly a middle-of-the-road contest ; no 
entangling alliances, as I see it now, to be made withany men or 
setof men. We need no alliances ; our party was never so strong, 
and the repeal of the Constitutional convention act leaves us 
victors in a fight that few people expected us to win.’’ 

‘*You may say,’’ said the doctor in conclusion, ‘‘ that by 
reason of the contention in the Democratic party, the Populists 
see their way clear to capture the state in 1900, and they are 
going after it with every particle of energy they are capable of.’’ 


THE PAST AND FUTURE OF THE PEOPLES PARTY 
—ITS OPPORTUNITY. 





Editor of THE AMERICAN: 


Three years ago the Peoples party numbered two million 
men ; to-day it is but a shattered hulk of its former self. This 
condition of affairs has been brought about by the bald faced 
treachery of its former leaders—notably such men as Weaver, 
Allen, and worse than all, Senator Butler. And yet in spite of 
the shameful treachery of these men there are more believers in 
our principles to-day than ever before. These men are at present 
disconnected from all parties, and are only waiting for an organi- 
zation in which they can have confidence. Slowly, surely, but 
irresistibly that organization is forming. Upon the ruins of the 
Peoples party of 1896, another and more powerful party is being 
erected. The Peoples party, of which Barker and Donnelly are 
the honored leaders, will be the only reform organization before 
the people in 1900. 

The reasons for this assertion are many and obvious. When- 
ever there is a fusion between two political parties the weaker 
one always goes to the wall. The fusion wing of the Peoples 
party now occupies that position. They are swallowed up in the 
Democracy, and will never fight another campaign. Butler and 
his crowd would delight in keeping up the show of an organiza- 
tion so that he could trade with it for his own personal benefit ; 
but his designs will not be gratified. The Democratic leaders 
know that they have the fusion wing, and they will grant no 
concessions to its quondam leaders. Allen has already gone down 
into oblivion and Butler will soon follow. The fusionists will 
henceforth be Democrats and consequently eliminated from the 
political problem. 

Fortunately for the cause of reform the Cincinnati conven- 
tion of last September has given us a point around which to 
rally. With the traitors, traders and trimmers gone and men 
of character and ability in their places thousands of men will 
join the movement that formerly have held aloof, The move- 
ment now commands a respect and confidence which up to 
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this time it has not enjoyed. The cause will now gain recruits 
from the Republican party as well as from the Democrats. Up 
to this time thousands of Republican reformers have held aloof 
because of the fear of being sold out to Democracy. ‘That 
fear is now removed. 

And what have the Democrats gained by the treachery of 
our former leaders? Absolutely nothing! “They are weaker 
to-day than they have been for a quarter of acentury. Bryan 
has succeeded in disrupting and tearing them to pieces and has 
given them nothing in return. The Democracy is to-day split 
squarely in two with no hopes of ever re-uniting. Successful 
politicians unite instead of dividing political forces. Bryan’s 
work has demonstrated that he is no politician, and thus far 
he has given no evidence of being a statesman. 

The picture of the White House which floated before his 
fevered vision has faded. The million Democrats who refused 
to vote for him in 1896 have swelled to an army of two 
million. A million Populists who followed his fortunes then 
are now upholding the banner of Barker and Donnelly. He 
has made not the faintest inroads into Republican ranks. 
Then what chance has he in 1900? Not the slightest whatever. 
He may be nominated by his followers, but he will be the 
worse defeated candidate since the ill starred campaign of Horace 
Greeley. Even the sordid office seekers see this fact and are 
searching for new issues and new idols. His repeated statement 
that wheat and silver kept side by side and went down or up 
together has been discredited by actual facts. Within the last 
two years wheat has nearly doubled in price while silver has 
been steadily going down. He can never hoodoo the western 
farmers with that argument again. Both asa politician and a 
prophet he is a failure and in a short time there will be none 
left to do him honor. 

What of the Republicans? At first blush, they look stronger 
than ever; but he who looks beneath the surface sees another 
picture. Louis Phillipe once said tu his admiring courtiers: ‘‘ I 
am so firmly seated upon the throne of France that the united 
powers of all Europe cannot move me.’’ In forty-eight hours 
from that time he was flying behind a fleet span of horses for the 
Belgian frontier, and no Orleans prince has since sat upon the 
French throne. 

An iceberg never looks so strong and magnificent as the 
moment before it crumbles and totters into the sea. So with 
the Republican party. For years it has lived simply because 
Democracy was its chief opponent. Now that Democracy is 
virtually dead it must face the dissenters within its own ranks. 
Louis Phillipe had no fear of combined Europe, but he forgot 
the Commune of Paris. As long as Democracy lived the Repub- 
licans were secure ; with that spectre removed the cancer within 
its own vitals is disclosed. To-day it stands as a gilded sepulchre 
—fair to outward appearance, but honeycombed with corruption 
and tottering from its own inward weakness. 

The day of deliverance is at hand. The silver question is 
discredited and will be thrown aside ; but the great questions of 
government money and public ownership of public monopolies 
stand out as never before. The Whig party of 1852 could not 
grapple and settle the slavery question. It required a new party 
and new blood to do that. Neither can either of the old parties 
grapple and settle the great and living issues of to-day. It 
requires a new organization to accomplish that. Thank God 
that organization is with us and its leaders are before the people. 
The re-organized Peoples party has been born for this noble 
purpose and its mission has just begun. Its destiny is certain. 
The Peri excluded from Paradise brought many generous gifts 
to Heaven to regain it. She brought the last sigh of the dying 
patriot. She brought the kiss of a faithful girl imprinted upon 
the lips of her bridegroom distorted by the venom of the plague. 
She brought other fair gifts; but the doors of Paradise opened 
before her only when she brought with her the prayers of a man 
converted to charity and brotherly love for his oppressed 
brethren and humanity. This is the mission of the Peoples party. 
This is the prayer that it brings to the gates of Heaven to-day. 


Auburn, Maine. L. C, BATEMAN. 


Health for Ten Cents. 


Cascarets make the bowels and kidneys act naturally, 
destroy microbes, cure headache, biliousness and constipation. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Of Special Concern to Pennsylvania Populists, Of General Interest 
to Populists Everywhere. 


Editor AMERICAN: 


The call for the state convention of the Peoples party of 
Pennsylvania to meet in Philadelphia, September 7, 1899, is very 
timely and while we would, personally, have favored an earlier 
date, perhaps the circumstances justify the date and place decided 
upon. It is to be hoped that such convention will be largely 
attended by those duly authorized to represent Populists and in 
hearty accord with the principles of genuine Populism. We 
believe that such convention should, 


first. Adopt unequivocal resolutions approving the action 
taken by the Cincinnati convention, endorsing the national 
organization there formed with Milton Park as chairman of the 
National Committee, and expressing the loyal, sincere and 
enthusiastic support of the Populists of Pennsylvania to the 
distinguished nominees of that convention, Wharton Barker, of 
our own state, for President, and Ignatius Donnelly, of Minne- 
sota, for Vice-President. 


Second, Nominate a complete ticket for all state offices to be 
filled at the coming fall elections and adopt a strong exposition 
of the Populist attitude toward state issues and the proper con- 
duct of the state government. 


Third. Adopt a resolution calling for the holding of a 
national convention of the Peoples party not later than April 1, 
1900, for the purpose of drafting an honest, emphatic, unambigu- 
ous and complete declaration of the national principles and tenets 
of the Peoples party. 


Fourth. Adopt resolutions expressive of the opinion of the 
Populists of Pennsylvania upon all the leading questions of 
national importance, discussing each issue with some detail. 

I donot think it would be advisable for the state convention to 
make any nominations for the different local, judicial or legislative 
districts. It would be much better to let such nominations be 
controlled exclusively by the independent action of the Populists 
of the districts affected. Neither do I think it advisable for the 
state convention to take any action in respect to Congressional 
nominations. That should also be left to the future independent 
action of the Populists of the various Congressional districts. 
Wait until the national declaration for 1900 is drawn, or at 
least until after the Populists of this state have expressed their 
belief as to what should be embraced in such national declaration. 

While it may be true that the state issues involved this year 
may not be vital to our principles, yet I believe that the present 
state campaign is a propitious time for the establishment of a 
complete ‘‘ true blue’’ organization throughout the state. Should 
we nominate our candidates and make a vigorous campaign, I 
feel certain that the results would be gratifying indeed. At a 
low estimate there will be seven hundred thousand votes cast in 
the state this fall. Who are to get these votes? Will the Peoples 
party be officially represented on the tally-sheet, or will it not? 
If not, why not? Are we afraid to espouse our cause or are we 
so little confident of securing a respectable portion of the popular 
support ? 

While we recognize the uncertainties of political prophecies, 
yet we cannot but feel that, should the state convention adopt a 
policy in harmony with the course we have endeavored to outline, 
it will arouse a public interest and sympathy that will be mani- 
fested by the party candidates being the recipients of a very 
large vote. The circumstances surrounding national parties at 
present are remarkably favorable for the growth of the Populist 
organization if we Populists but seize the opportunities presented. 
I believe that with proper action by the Populists themselves, 
the state ticket this fall could easily secure fifty thousand and 
very possibly one hundred thousand votes. Evena ten or twenty 
thousand vote would give the party a much better organized 
standing in the state than it has at present. We cannot lose any 
of our present party organization by making a state campaign. 
We may immensely strengthen it. What an opportunity we may 
lose! A large Populist vote in the State of Pennsylvania this 
fall will bring Populism to the forefront in national discussion 
with a force and positiveness that would do immeasurable good 
in advancing the cause throughout the whole nation. 

In connection with the state convention, a little confusion 
may possibly arise in the minds of perhaps a few of those who 
accept and approve of the action of the Cincinnati convention 
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Wanamaker’s 


Harness and Horse Goods 


A few hints of very reasonable prices 
on thoroughly trustworthy goods— 

Women’s Riding Saddles, $10 to $75. 

Men’s Riding Saddles, $12 to $60 


Bridles, women’s at $6 to $i2 ; men’s 
at $4 to $15. 
Riding Whips, women’s at $1.75 to 


$12; men’s at $1.50 to $10. 

Riding Crops, women’s at $2.50 to 
$10; men’s at $1 to $10. 

Spurs at 75c. to $3. 

Stirrups at $1.50 to $10. 

Lash Driving Whips at $1 to $15. 

Straight Driving Whips at 25c to $15. 

Lap Robes, $1 to $40. 

Harness store, Basement, Market street. 


Riding Boots 
Men’s and Women’s 
The smart new styles in Riding Foot- 
wear are on special display to-day. It 
is a gathering that will interest people 
who are preparing for the coming 
occasion. These hints— 
Men’s and Women’s Riding Boots at 
$10 a pair. 
Men’s Russet Pig-skin Riding Leg 
gings at $5 a pair. 
Men’s Enamel-leather Riding Leg- 
gings at $5 a pair. 
Men's pearl Box-cloth 
gings at $5 a pair. 
Men’s brown Calfskin Riding Leg- 
gings at $3.50 a pair. 
Men’s Enamel Riding Leggings at 
$3 50 a pair. 
All of these Leggings are made in the 
smart shape, with front buttons. 
Shoe store, Market street. 


JOHN WANAMAKER. 
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Riding Leg- 
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and possibly in the minds of many of those who hold favorable 
views of the Populist principles in general. The genuine ‘‘ true 
blue’’ Peoples party organization of the state, with Charles W. 
Miller as State Chairman, has issued its call for the Populists of 
the state to meet in Philadelphia on September 7th. But there is 
another faction of persons masquerading under and claiming title 
to the party nomenclature, who have either already called a state 
convention, or who, presumably, will do so some time in the 
future. They have T. P. Rynder as their chairman. Here are 
the opposing claimants, one with Mr. Miller as chairman, the 
other with Mr. Rynder as chairman. Has Mr. Rynder any just 
claims to the leadership of the Populists of the state, or should 
his pretensions be wholly ignored by those who are true to the 
principles of Populism and to the maintenance of a distinct party 
organization as necessary to the advancement of those principles ? 
Do you recognize the Miller organization or the Rynder organi- 
zation? Which convention should the true Populists of the state 
endorse as genuine and which should be denounced as a humbug ? 

The determining of what faction represents the genuine 
Populists in Pennsylvania of necessity largely depends upon the 
view we take of the larger question of national party policy. 
Nationally there are also two factions claiming the party nomen- 
clature-—the Butler faction, if it is still alive, and the promoters 
and supporters of the Cincinnati Convention and that placed Mr. 
Park at the head of the National Committee. 

It is now quite evident that the Butler faction of Populists, 
in so faras it pertains toa distinct national entity, isa thing of the 
past and deservedly beyond all possibility of resurrection. 
While we may have had, and undoubtedly did have, some differ- 
ences of opinion as to whether the correct course was pursued in 
1896, yet, as believers in Populism, we must all admit that the 
course of Mr. Butler and his co-workers since that time has been 
largely tending to undermine Populism because it has been almost 
wholly directed in such manner as to work the partial annihila- 
tion of the Peoples party, the sponsor of the Populist principles. 
We do not eharge either Mr. Butler or any of his co-workers 
with intentional purpose to destroy the Peoples party or even with 
any laxity towards the principles of Populism, but we do believe 
that to have continued the policy they would have us pursue, 
would have been a most serious blunder, however good their 
intentions. We may give them the benefit of every doubt in 
respect to their motives, but we could not honestly allow them to 
control the affairs of party if we believed that their policy would 
bring only disaster to the party. The Populists who assembled 
at Cincinnati, were, almost toa man, firmly imbued with that 
sentiment. They felt that the direction of the party affairs must 
take a new channel from that pursued by Mr. Butler. They had 
a sincere conviction that the national organization should be for 
the advancement of the party, not for its submergence in the 
interests of another party. They had tried every honorable 
means to have Mr. Butler take such action as would again bring 
the Peoples party to the fore as a party distinct from either of the 
old parties. But he would not do so and arrogantly rejected 
every proposition looking to that end. He made some promises, 
but only to be immediately broken. What were the real Populists 
to do in such a state of affairs? Were they to lie down supinely 
and permit the inactivity of Mr. Butler to continue until the party 
was wholly annihilated ? Or were they to act like men and assert 
their rights as Populists? Is it necessary to ask what was their 
decision? Then began the movement for a national convention 
of Populists to take such action as would bring the party from 
the slough of disruption to the highway of substantial and indi- 
vidual entity. This movement culminated in the Cincinnati con- 
vention and we feel certain that a great majority of the real 
Populists heartily approve of the action that was taken. Mr. 
Butler was dethroned and Mr. Park was selected to the national 
chairmanship of the party. The National Committee was reorgan- 
ized. A strong address was adopted setting forth the reasons for 
such action. Thus the organization was placcd in charge of 
those who would advance the interests of the party. But this 
was not all that was done. While it was well to have a national 
organization that would be representative of the Populists, some- 
thing was yet lacking. That something was a concrete rallying 
point. This was magnificently supplied in the nomination of 
Wharton Barker, for President, and Ignatius Donnelly, for Vice- 
President. 

The Cincinnati convention has aroused new hope in the hearts 
of Populists throughout the land. Uncertainty has given way 
to certainty, Inactivity has given way to aggressiveness. The 
Populists are now assured that their principles will not be sacri- 
ficed on the altar of party submergence or be traded away for 
spoils. They are now assured of an independent ticket in the 
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Wasninaton, D.C., April 1, 1898. 

Dr. S. B. Hartman, Columbus, O. 
My Dear Docrorn:—It gives me 
pleasure to certify to the excellent 
curative qualities of your medicines’ 








Hon. J. D. Borin, 
Congressman-at-Large from Kansas. 
Pe-ru-na and Man-a-lin. I have been 
afflicted, more or less, for a quarter of 
a century with catarrh of the stomach 
and constipation; a residence in Wash- 

ington has increased these troubles. 

A few bottles of your medicines have 
given me almost complete relief, and I 
am sure that a continuation of their 
use will effect a permanent cure. 

Pe-ru-na is surely a wonderful rem- 
edy for catarrhal affections. 

J.D. BOTKIN. * 
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next national elections. There should not be the least hesitancy 
on the part of all genuine Populists to rally to the standard of 
the Cincinnati convention and its nominees. ‘To cling to the 
idea that the Butler faction may yet intend to do anything to re- 
store the party is but to meet with further bitter disappointment. 
Away with the idea. Let the dead remain dead. Get in line with 
the live movement formally launched at Cincinnati, advocate 
genuine Populism, support Barker and Donnelly, recognize 
Milton Park as the chairman of the National Committee and ignore 
and repudiate all pretensions of Mr. Butler, or his fellow advo- 
cates of the do-nothing policy, to national leadership of the 
Peoples party. 

This discussion of questions of national party policy may 
seem to have but littie bearing upon the calling of the state con- 
vention of the Peoples party in Pennsylvania. But that it does 
have a direct bearing will be apparent to all those who but simply 
remember that one of the claimants to state chairmanship, Mr. 
Rynder, occupies, in a large degree, exactly the same position 
that Mr. Butler occupies in national affairs. He is not in sym- 
pathy with the action of the Cincinnati convention. He does 
not support the candidates there nominated. He does not recog- 
nize Mr. Park as the national chairman of the Peoples party. 
He still clings to the dead and would indefinitely postpone the 
resurrection. Mr. Miller, on the contrary, represents those who 
are in hearty accord with the action at Cincinnati. Those who 
are opposed to the Butler idea in national matters should ignore 
Rynder and support and recognize Mr. Miller as the rightful 
chairman of the party in this state. 

With the best of wishes for the success of the state conven- 
tion of September 7th, at Philadelphia, and hoping and believing 
that the Populists throughout the state and nation will rally to 
the work with an aggressive enthusiasm that will ultimately lead 
to the glorious success of the cause, I beg leave to remain, 

Very respectfully, 


McKeesport, Pa. JAMES A. FULTON. 


Editor AMERICAN: 


I am glad to know that there is to be a state convention of 
the regular Peoples party in Philadelphia, September 7th, next. 
It is hoped that no true Populist will be inveigled into attend- 
ing the convention called by T. P. Rynder and to be held in 
Philadelphia the 3oth inst. 

Rynder signs himself chairman of the state committee. If 
he is chairman of any committee he was made so by the ilk that 
went to Williamsport last year and attempted to steal the 
Peoples party convention called by Chairman Miller. This 
crowd finally organized a rump convention composed of 
Populist fusionists, Republicans, Democrats, and Prohibitionists, 
mostly without credentials, and nominated a ticket. They then 
certified to nomination papers, setting forth that their candidates 
were nominated by the regular Peoples party, thus deceiving the 
State Department, forestalling the true party and stealing their 
place on the official ballot. Followers of this Rynder were heard 
to say at Williamsport, that ‘‘ they had got tired waiting for 
something, now they proposed to fuse and get something.’ If 
they would sell their principles for office, they would sell them 
both for money. 

We think these are sufficient reasons for the lack of con- 
fidence in Rynder and his associates. 

The Populists of the country should look to men of the 
Thompson—Miller type for a knowledge of the doings of the 
Populists of Pennsylvania and for co-operation in the great 
work the Peoples party has on its hands. ° 

S. F. LANE, 
Chairman of County Committee of Peoples P. uty. 
Montrose, Pa. 


Hon. WHARTON BARKER, Philadelphia, Pa.: 

Dear Sir and Brother: J notice in a Jate issue of THE 
AMERICAN a suggestion of Bro. R. A. Thompson, of Indiana 
County, that the middle-of-the-road Populists hold our state con- 
vention for the campaign of 1g00 in Philadelphia, in the early 
part of next September, which meets my hearty approval. 

Rynder has called a convention of his fusionists to meet the 
30th instant in your city, but there is no Populist in this county 
that is interested in that convention. I have met Rynder at 
four or five Populist state conventions and each time he has been 
engineering some fusion scheme. First, it was Sibley for Gov- 
ernor, and last it was Swallow, 

Now, Bro. Barker, I second Bro. Thompson’s suggestion, 
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and further suggest that any man that may hereafter advocate 
fusion of any kind with any other party be excluded from our 
conventions. If any man wants to support any candidate on any 
other ticket it is his privilege to do so, but he has no right to 
prevent me from nominating and voting for a straight-out all- 
wool yard wide Populist. 

I am a middle-of-the-road Populist because I believe that it 
is the only party that can preserve this Republic. If we do not 
call a halt on the road we are traveling we will be a nation of 
plutocrats and serfs inside the next quarter of a century. So let 
us meet, consult as to the best interest of the producers of this 
country and go into the campaign of 1900 to win. 

Yours for the universal brotherhood of man, 
Maple Creek, Pa. W. C. HI. 


‘¢ The Paternity of Harriott Wicken,”’ 


In our issue for May 6th, we noticed briefly Mrs. Dudeney’s 
novel entitled ‘‘ The Maternity of Harriott Wicken,’’ a book 
which has caused considerable comment, but of which our opinion 
is quite different from that expressed by many literary critics. 
Our comments upon the book called forth a letter from the pub- 
lishers taking decided exception to what we said. It affords us 
pleasure to give space to this letter. 








THE MACMILLAN CompANy, Publishers. 
New York, May 17, 1899. 
Editor THE AMERICAN: 
Dear Sir: One of the chief reasons that I have hitherto read your re- 
views of books with so much pleasure and admiration for their fairness is 





A “POLITICAL ECONOMY FOR THE DISINHERITED ” 


Pauperizing the Rich. 
By ALFRED J. FERRIS. 


This book contains a discussion of the merits and demeri's of our social system which 
does not belorg in any of the recognized classes. It is neither anarchistic nor socialis- 
tic, nor does it agree entirely with the advocates of the Single Tax, the Peoples Party, or 
the Free Silver propaganda; yet it contains an unsparing arraignment of the present 
regime, and proposes as acorrective a measure of reform which is not lacking in radical- 
ism. Its aim, as stated in the preface, is “ to be as conservative as the Liberty and Pro- 
perty Defence League and as radical asthe Socialists. It accepts, at least in spirit, the 
aspirations of the most visionary reformers, and attempts to reach their substantial ful- 
filment by a measure which yet respects the great underlying principles of the existing 
social system, and which will stand the closest scrutiny of the practical intellect.’ 

The book is stated by the author to be “directly founded’’ upon Henry George’s 

“ Progress and Poverty,” but its conclusions and the process of reasoning on which they 
are based are tar from coinciding with those set forth in the monumental work of the 
great apostle of the Single Tax. 

i2zmo, cloth, pp. 432, $1.25° 


PRESS NOTICES. 

We commend it to every one interested in the burning questions discussed.— Publi 
Ledger (Phiiadelphia). 

It is an ambitious and radical program, but the author urges it with an ingenuity and 
logic that are fascinating. It is interesting and at the same time stimulating.— 
Pittsburgh Times. 

A wholesome critique on some conventional ideas both of charity and of justice.— 
Outlook (New York). 


For sale by ali booksel ers, or sent 6, mail, postpaid, upon receipt of the price, by 


T. S. LEACH & CoO., Publishers, 


29 North Seventh St., Philadelphia. 
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that you have so admirably upheld in your literary columns what on your 
front page you call one of the cardinal tenets of THE AMERICAN, namely, 
the creation and maintenance of an honest measure of value. 

Being so accustomed to ‘‘an honest measure of value” from THE 
AMERICAN, my confidence in your fairness received no slight shock when 
I read your review of ‘‘ The Maternity of Harriott Wicken.’’ You dismiss 
as ‘‘a rather tame and decidedly amateurish study into the causes and 
effects of heredity’? a novel which one of the leading literary critics in the 
country has said is little short of being a masterpiece, and which has com- 
mended itself to all the other authoritative literary journals without excep- 
tion, on account of its ‘‘ dramatic force,’’ ‘' its admirable style,” its ‘‘inten- 
sity ’’ and the cleanliness of a realism which can so deftly handle so delicate 
a subject as that of which the novel treats. The few sentences which you 
devote to the book do not in any sense constitute a review. They are 
rather merely your reviewer’s opinions—odi/er dicta—on the desirability of 
writing at all upon such a subject, and the danger of encouraging a belief 
in heredity lest such a belief may lead us to excuse ourselves for our own 
sins at the expense of the sins of our father and mother. Pray tell me what 
have these questions to do with the book? ‘The Maternity of Harriott 
Wicken” takes for its theme a subject which is so common as to be almost 
entirely overlooked. If our blindness to it were not as universal to-day as 
was the blindness to the danger of infection from small-pox two hundred 
years ago, public opinion would surely reckon it as criminal as it now does 
the neglect of sanitary regulations in a case of infectious disease. The 
greatness of ‘* The Maternity of Harriott Wicken is surely not to be meas- 
ured by your fears lest some people will be inclined to lay their sins to the 
account of their parents, but by your boasted ‘‘ cardinal tenet '’’—an honest 
standard of value. Let us then see a review in your columns which will do 
justice to your own high principles, and if possible to a remarkable book. 

Were it to the point, issue might well be taken with you npon the 
question whether ‘‘The Maternity of Harriott Wicken” is a fit subject for 
a novel. Surely, sir, you are not the man to find fault with a love story as 
a subject—love in all its phases is the theme of ninety-nine novels in a hun- 
dred. In the ‘‘ Maternity of Harriott Wicken,”’ the subject is the result of 
one of these stories. May not the tragedy of a mother’s life as seen through 
her child be portrayed? Before this book appeared it is true that the sub- 
ject had never been written about in this way. It is, however, a subject 
which in nine families out of ten is forced upon common observation. 
Why then may it not be as much the subject of a novel as the love story 
without which ‘‘ [he Maternity of Harriott Wicken” could not have been 
written? Believe me, sir, 

Yours very truly, 
Wm S. Bootn. 
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THEORY AND PRACTICE OF TEACHING, or the Motive and Methods ot 
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THE STORY OF THE BRITISH RACE. By JOHN Munro. Pp. 228. New 
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Illustrated Booklet Free. 

Those contemplating a trip to annual meeting National Edu- 
cational Association, to be held at Los Angeles, Cal., July 11 to 
14, 1899, or others who desire to take advantage of the low rate, 
should not fail to procure a copy of this interesting booklet, issued 
by the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, giving full information 
as to routes, time of trains, rates and other valuable and necessary 
information. Sent free upon receipt of two cents postage by H. 
W. Beyers, 601 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, Pa.—Adv+. 


A Valuable Publication—The Pennsylvania Railroad 1899 Summer 
7 Excursion Route Book. 

On June 1st the Passenger Department of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company will publish the 1899 edition of its Summer 
Excursion Route Book. This work is designed to provide the 
public with short descriptive notes of the [principal summer 
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resorts of Eastern America, with the routes for reaching them, 
and the rates of fare. It contains all the principal seashore and 
mountain resorts of the East, and over fifteen hundred different 
routes or combinations of routes for reaching them. The book 
has been compiled with the utmost care, and altogether is the 
most complete and comprehensive handbook of summer travel 





ever offered to the public. 


It is bound in a handsome and striking cover, in colors, and 
contains several maps, presenting the exact routes over which 


tickets are sold. 


It is also profusely illustrated with fine half- 


tone cuts of scenery at the various resorts and along the lines of 


the Pennsylvania Railroad. 


On and after June rst it may be procured at any Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad ticket office at the nominal price of ten cents, or 
upon application to the general office, Broad Street Station, by 


mail for twenty cents,—44@vz. 





Are You Tired of ——_ 
taking Sugar Coated Pills or 
drinking syrup mixtures? 
Why not try the only 


Rational and Absolutely Certain Method 
ot Curing Stomach Troubles, 


LE HARDY’S REMEDY ? 


It is put up in powlered form. and one 
box, when dissolved in ordinary river or well 
water is equal to a gallon of the finest Mineral 
Water, 

Nature’s Own Remedy, 
A positive cure for 


INDIGESTION, 
DYSPEPSIA, ETC. 


Don't delay, send for a box to-day 
Price, by mail, 80 cents. 
BLANCHARD MFG CO., 


Dept. 199, CINC:NNATI, O. 
When writing mention THIs JOURNAL, 


CURES CATARRH 


The Inhaler Closed. 
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‘the Three Parts of Inhaler, 





BLANCHARD’S Hard Rubber 
Pocket Inhaler 
and ANTISEPTIC CATARRH POWDER 

Cures Catarrh, Cold in the Head, Headache, 
Neuralgia, Sore Throat, Hay Fever, Asthma, 
Bronchitis and Irritation of the Air Passage. Is 
also of great value in Croup and Inflammation of 
the Larynx. 

Endorsed by Physicians a ae 
and recommended by 
Editors of Leading Periodicals 


Price of Complete Outfit, 75¢. 
Blanchard M{fg. Co. 


Department 199. Cincinnati, O. 
(Wholesale Agents; Stein-Vogeler Drag Co.) 


When writing mention this JouRNAL. 





The American’s 
Special Clubs 


It is highly important that all straight Popu 
list papers shall obtain the largest possible 
circulations. To help secure this we have made 
8 al arrangements which enable you to get 
the leading papers at the very minimum cost. 

The regular subscription price of THE AMERI- 
can is $2.00 perannum. We now offer to send 
it, together with any one of the following named 
papers, for the amount stated opposite the name 
of each paper respectively, to wit :—with 
THE REPRESENTATIVE, (Ignatius Don- 


nelly) - - + - “8 
THE SOUTHERN MERCURY, (Milton 
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THE BUTLER FREE PRESS, (W. O. 
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THE CHICAGO SENTINEL, (Leonidas 
Connell) - - - - - . - 1.10 
THE PEOPLE’S MESSENGER, (Frank 
Burkitt) - - ee - - - 1.55 
THE FREE REPUBLIC, (Jo A. Parker) - 1.15 
THE REFERENDUM, (N. H. Motsinger) 1.30 


Another Offer. 


We will send THE AMERICAN and THE 
REPRESENTATIVE (Ignatius Donnelly’s 
paper), together with any one of the following 
named papers, for the amount stated opposite 
the name of each paper respectively, to wit :— 


t 
= --* asad MERCORY, (Milton 
r - ae 


ark) - er Ca I 
THE MISSOURI WORLD, (Paul J. Dixon) 1.85 
THE DALTON HERALD, (J. A. Boden- 
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THE BUTLER FREE PRESS, (W. O. 


Atkeson - .  - - “2 - 2.00 
= CHICAGO SENTINEL, (Leonidas 
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1.50 


‘onnell) - - = = = «= 1,80 
THE PEOPLE’S MESSENGER, (Frank 

Burkitt) es ee - © e 2.25 
THE FREE REPUBLIC, (JoA. Parker) - 1.85 
THE REFERENDUM, (N. H. Motsinger) 2.00 


Other Combinations. 
THE AMERICAN 
THE SOUTHERN MERCURY 
THE MISSOURI WORLD 
THE AMERICAN 
THE DALTON HERALD $2.05 
THE BUTLER FREE PRESS 
THE AMERICAN, for six months 

club of five, $2.75 
; club of ten 6. 

THE AMERICAN, for one year 


00 
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ill the People Eat or Starve, 
Beg or Demand ? 








Che Cable is Spread. 


True reformers must, can, should contribute this much. Mati 
five one-cent stamps to Dr. H. B, Fay, 41 Washington Ave. S., 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


You will get a little book, with arguments for our Position, 
f Organization, with FULL 
You will also get blank pages for use of your 
i g Whrary, reflecting the views of every voter of every 
Every voter will receive it. 


Platforms, National and State Plans o 
DIRECTIONS FOR FORMING CLUBS. - 
club. You will thus start a circulatin 

political party in your precinct. 








Your Nickel will save true men otherwise lost. There has never been anything like 
this. No political method so novel; none so successful. It well befits the only party that 
has ever offered our people full liberty, equal rights and united power; it delivers 
these goods before election. It wakes no promiseit does not fulfll. Nothing can re- 


sist it. It is suitable for any state. 


Will you, in 1900, be one of the proud victors who can say, “It wasmy nickel that first 
sounded the death-warrant, in my precinct, of both old party machines, or rather of the 


Same machine bearing two different names.” 














